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Sunday 4 July 2021. 
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  Tom Writes ... 

Our final sermon in the book of Ephesians 

in May was all about the spiritual battle we 

are engaged in as followers of Christ. The 

Sunday following, we started a new series 

in the book of Job which picks up this 

theme of the spiritual battle when it de-

scribes two heavenly exchanges between 

Satan and God over the life and faith of 

Job. 

 

Being aware of this spiritual battle is the 

first step towards handling it within the 

grace and power of God. As it has come 

up twice in different sermons recently I 

thought I’d say a little more about it. 

 

At the beginning of the Bible we are told 

that God created the heavens and the earth 

(Genesis 1:1). As the story of the Bible un-

folds we learn more of what that heavenly 

part of creation is.  This begins with the 

Serpent who turns up in Genesis 3 to se-

duce Adam and Eve into sin.  

 

Different parts of the Bible describe such 

beings, using a whole variety of words, 

teaching us that the heavenly realm is full 

of life. As the temptation of Eve shows, not 

all of this life is good and the Bible refers 

to fallen angels called demons. One of 

them, Satan, is also called (among other 

things) the devil, the enemy (Matt. 13:39), 

the accuser (Rev. 12:10), the evil one (Matt. 

13:19), the tempter (1 Thess. 3:5), the ruler 

of the kingdom of the air (Eph. 2:2), the 

prince of this world (John 12:31), the great 

dragon, the ancient serpent (Rev. 12:9), the 

god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4). Jesus 

describes his fall in Luke 10:18. 

 

The Bible also shows that these demons 

are organised in a kingdom of darkness 

with Satan as the chief (Matt. 12:26; Luke 

11:17–18). This kingdom has authority and 

power (1 Cor. 15:24; Eph. 6:12; Col. 2:15; 

Jude 6) and interacts with the human world 

in various ways. For example, Satan is said 

to lead the world astray (Rev 12:9), to be at 
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itual battle. The battle is real and igno-

rance in this regard will mean we are not 

alert. This will lead to serious spiritual 

problems. Some things we should be par-

ticularly aware of are: personal temptation 

to sin or despair (Zech 3:1, Luke 4:2, 1 

Cor. 7:5, 1 Thess. 3:5, 2 Tim. 2:25-26); rela-

tional conflicts, anger and unforgiveness 

within the church (Acts 5:3; 2 Cor. 2:10-11; 

Eph. 4:26-27; James 3:14-15); false teach-

ers within the church (2 Cor 11:13-15, 1 

John 4:1-3), including some who appear 

very gifted even performing miraculous 

signs (2 Thess. 2:9-10); opposition from 

outside the church (Rev. 2:10); unusual ob-

stacles  in the way of God’s work (1 Thess. 

2:18). The Bible reveals these as some of 

the significant aspects of the spiritual bat-

tle to be alert to. 

 

The second mistake is to become ob-

sessed by it. Some people become so fix-

ated on the heavenly realm that they go 

way beyond what the Scripture reveals 

about it. They then attribute everything 

exclusively to the work of Satan (ignoring 

other themes the Bible teaches about the 

reality of human sin and the effects of liv-

ing in a fallen world).  We should let the 

whole counsel of God (Scripture in its en-

tirety) balance our thinking.   

 

Finally, is to become terrified by it. We 

are taught that God has overcome and de-

feated evil. Jesus is stronger than all evil. 

God has given us what we need to stand in 

the spiritual battle. Through dependence 

on him, through clothing ourselves with 

his armour, through our support and en-

couragement of each other, He has pro-

vided what we need for this battle. 

 

So may God make us aware of, alert to and 

dressed for the spiritual battle. And may 

He, through his grace to us in Jesus, make 

us strong to stand firm in the conflict to his 

glory.  Amen. 

Tom Lake - Vicar 

work in those who are disobedient (Eph. 

2:2) and to have blinded the minds of un-

believers to the truth of the gospel (2 Cor. 

4:4). He is regularly said to tempt believ-

ers to sin, opposing their commitment to 

God (1 Peter 5:8, James 4:7, 1 Tim 4:1, 2 

Cor. 11:3). One of the ways he does this is 

by disguising himself as an angel of light 

(2 Cor 11:14). This means he pretends to 

be good - to want the best for us - but is 

actually hiding his true, evil motivations 

(as he did to Adam and Eve in Genesis 3). 

 

Heavenly beings are not normally seen by 

us, but this does not change the real inter-

action that takes place. It is possible to see 

heavenly beings (think of angelic appear-

ances in the gospels for example), but this 

is not usual. The famous story of Elisha and 

his servant Gehazi also shows that it is not 

usual, but nevertheless possible, to see 

heavenly beings (2 Kings 6:15-17). One of 

the ways people are deceived by Satan is 

by this fact that heavenly beings are not 

usually seen by us. Because of this, many 

people are deceived into doubting, or at 

least belittling, the existence and influ-

ence of the heavenly part of creation. 

 

Through being born into this world, dying, 

rising and ascending Jesus has defeated 

the kingdom of evil (1 John 3:8, Matt 12:29, 

John 12:31, John 16:11, 1 Cor. 15:24-26, 

Colossians 2:13-15, Hebrews 2:14-15).  

Yet, until his return, when evil will be fi-

nally vanquished, this kingdom of dark-

ness still exercises an assault on God’s 

purposes. Its final vanquishing is guaran-

teed but not yet realised. And hence, we, 

as those who are committed to God and 

his purposes, are caught up in a spiritual 

battle. 

 

God has given us everything we need to 

stand firm in this battle.  This includes be-

ing aware of it (2 Cor. 2:11), being alert to 

it (1 Peter 5:8), and being strong in the 

Lord and clothing ourselves with his ar-

mour (Eph. 6:10-18).  

 

There are a few mistakes we can make in 

this regard that we should be aware of. 

Firstly, is the mistake of ignoring the spir-



The Great Awakening 
Almost exactly 283 years ago (24th 

May 1738), an event occurred 

which was to revolutionise Britain 

and the English-speaking world. 

John Wesley, who was then 35, the 

son of a vicar, himself ordained for 

13 years, recently returned  from 

America as a discouraged mission-

ary, finally came to faith in Jesus as 

his Saviour! Like many before and 

since he had assumed that you had 

to impress God with an obedient 

life before you could earn God's 

favour. It took many years for him 

to see that God has to save people 

first, and only then can they be-

come holy and useful! So desper-

ate was he, so lacking in faith, that 

he considered giving up preach-

ing. A close (and wise) friend told 

him: "Keep preaching faith until 

you have faith and then you really 

will preach!" 

Early on May 24th Wesley read: 

"He has given us His great and pre-

cious promises so that we may be 

partakers in the Divine Nature" (2 

Peter 1:4) Later he read: "Thou art 

not far from the Kingdom of God." (Mark 

12:34) At evensong in St. Paul’s Cathedral 

the choir sang Purcell's anthem based on 

Psalm 130 "Out of the deep I have called un-

to thee O Lord". Every line encouraged him 

especially the conclusion: "O Israel trust in 

the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy 

and with Him is plenteous redemption, and 

He shall redeem Israel from all his sins". Lat-

er that evening he went (very unwillingly) to 

a private meeting in Aldersgate Street 

"where one was reading from Luther's pref-

ace to the Epistle to the Romans. As he was 

describing the change which God works in 

the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my 

heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in 

Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an as-

surance was given to me that He had taken 

away my sin, even mine, and saved me from 

the law of sin and death."  

Such was the impact of the Fire of the Holy 

Spirit (it was just three days after Pentecost!) 

upon this cold heart that over the next 50 

years, until his late 80s,Wesley travelled 

some 250,000 miles on foot, on horseback 

and by sailing ship in ministry. They were 

called "Methodists" in scorn, because they 

were so "methodical" in applying God's 

Word to faith and practical living. Pulpits 

were closed to him as he (unpopularly) 

called aristocrats, merchants, paupers and 

condemned criminals to repentance and 

faith. Outside Bristol he preached to hun-

PAGE 4  

The Great Awakening 



The Screwtape Letters by CS Lewis 
 

This is a classic book by a very well known Christian 

author that many of us will have come across already. 

As we have been thinking about the spiritual battle in 

this month’s issue, it seemed a good book to review. 

 

I recently started re-reading it having read it a num-

ber of years ago. I’m not far through this reading, but 

have already found it engaging and thought provok-

ing. 

 

It is written as a series of first-person letters from a 

senior demon (Screwtape) to a more junior one 

(Wormwood - his nephew) about how to successfully 

tempt a person who has recently become a Christian.  

 

By virtue of the book’s genre (first-person letter) we 

have to be a little careful to remember that the letters 

are, of course, CS Lewis’ own thoughts on the nature 

of temptation and theology. Lewis himself counsels a 

certain caution over the genre in his preface. 

 

But that said, this is an excellent and much loved 

book for helping us to think about the nature of temptation, and something of the spiritual 

battle we face, from a wise Christian author.  

dreds of coalminers as they finished their 

shift early on Sunday mornings. He could tell 

that they were listening because their black-

ened faces betrayed streams of tears as they 

hung on his words! Later, after his father's 

death, he returned to his boyhood church in 

Lincolnshire. When they refused him the pul-

pit, he stood on top of his father's tomb and 

preached to many more hundreds than the 

church could have contained! 

Over subsequent decades during which the 

1745 Rebellion, the American Revolution, the 

French Revolution, the Napoleonic Wars and 

the ending of the slave trade were to change 

so much, the fresh preaching of the Gospel 

during this Great Awakening by Wesley and 

his associates helped to prevent violent rev-

olution in Britain - and all because a small 

number of people took God seriously and 

allowed His Holy Spirit to give them living 

faith in Jesus to preach, to teach, to tend the 

sick, to feed and educate the poor, with Pow-

er, Purity and Passion! 

                                       David Nicholls 
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Mission Focus 

 

Brief Report on 2020 for St Mildred’s Church  
 
 2020 was a year dominated by the global pandemic. Yet in many places in the Arab 

world the pandemic was not the worst thing they experienced – it was one of several 

things. There are still millions of refugees, displaced people who have either fled from or 

to every part of the region; the population in some countries has increased by 20-30% 

due to the influx of refugees; there’s economic breakdown to go alongside the pandemic 

and refugee crisis – and the massive explosion - in Lebanon; Syria has been in a state of 

civil war for ten years; Yemen, one of the poorest countries in the world, has been the 

scene of fighting for six years. And then there’s Islamic State which has not disappeared.  

And at the same time there are around 90 people sent from the UK by AWM-Pioneers 

seeking to reach and disciple Arabs. Many are in North Africa or the Middle East, but not 

all. Some are working in Arab communities in Europe, some are based in the UK, and 

friends at St Mildred’s Church, you know one such couple. Some came back to the UK 

temporarily and are now trying to find ways of returning to their host country, held up by 

travel restrictions.  

 

Well made plans went out of the window in 2020; but despite all that happened our God 

was still at work during the year. Despite COVID-19, economic and political crises, war 

and explosions God was still at work, He was drawing people to himself; He is still faith-

ful; He is still sovereign. God is doing something, bringing new life out of death and de-

struction, out of devastation and chaos, and out of upheaval and persecution.  

While so much ministry was disrupted, media ministry carried on and ramped up. If 

someone has a big question their first port of call is … google. 1.5million people from 130 

countries visited the website during 2020; ministry responders spoke about Jesus with 

over 13,000 individuals, and at least 214 Arab seekers professed faith in Christ.  

We would like to express our thanks to everyone 

who has complemented our work on the Mission 

Committee and are especially pleased that you 

are enjoying reading the updates from our Mis-

sion Partners. It has been such a joy to connect 

with them and they too have really enjoyed telling 

us about their work. 

In this issue we provide updates from AWM-

Pioneers, Covenant Home Trust and a poem from 

Tearfund encouraging us to continue in our trust 

and hope in God. We hope you enjoy reading 

these lovely stories as much as we do. 

Every blessing 



 

This 200 includes a student 

who got in touch with the me-

dia team and his first words 

were: “I am a son of the King of 

Kings!” He was a university 

student who, during the pan-

demic, had spent some time 

thinking about all the things he 

normally takes for granted 

such as being able to go out 

and about and meet people. 

When he found the media 

website he just loved the con-

tent and joined the live chat. 

He told the responder that he 

has Christian friends from a 

couple of countries but would 

love to befriend someone from 

his own area.  

 

New believers need to be dis-

cipled; they’re beginning to 

follow Jesus from a Muslim background which may result in them facing rejection from 

their family and community; they risk losing their spouse, children, job, home, posses-

sions. They need to be discipled and rooted in Jesus. Discipleship is taken very seriously 

and a programme, PALM, offers both discipleship and leadership development. During 

lockdown there were so many requests for discipleship that an online school was created 

with over 100 participants from more than a dozen countries being discipled over sever-

al months. When you think that so often it is so difficult for believers from a Muslim back-

ground to fellowship together here  they were online learning together, being discipled 

and being trained in leadership, taking what they learned and passing it on to local be-

lievers – and living it out themselves!  

 

One of the participants in the group shared: “Because of the courses, I have a better un-

derstanding of the overwhelming love that God has for me. Recently, while on a bus, I saw 

how this beautiful truth has changed my heart. There was an immigrant from another coun-

try who had a serious health issue, and she was removed from the bus. Before Christ res-

cued me from the kingdom of darkness, I would have treated this woman like everyone else 

due to the colour of her skin—I would have ignored her or even treated her harshly. Jesus 

changed my life. I didn’t see someone of a different race, someone to look down upon, I saw 

a person, created in the image of God, who was in need. I saw a neighbour. I got off the bus 

with this woman and I took her to a nearby hospital. I made sure she was well cared for and 

recovered from her problem; and I paid for everything. As God has loved me, I want to love 

others. I want to be God’s love to people around me.”  

 

In the Middle East a team of workers were able to chat to and support local families who 

had lost loved ones to COVID; they are provided basic food stuffs, linking families into 

medical care. And as they did this – even at a time when restrictions meant they could 

not actually visit people in their homes – there were conversations about God; one family 

receiving one of these deliveries actually said, ‘You can’t go without praying for us, you 

always pray with us’.  

 



 

Teams in Beirut were able to help people after the explosion in the port in August. They 

provided for the medical needs of those affected by the explosion and supported local 

children's education. There was also an increase in people attending our partner church 

for the first time with a hunger to know more about the Lord over the last year.  

 

In one North African country there are now 6 teams working in various parts of the coun-

try. One local man came to faith through reading the Scriptures and is being discipled by 

workers. He has experienced persecution from his family but has led more than 200 peo-

ple to Christ in his city and is helping to disciple them.  

 

These are just a few of the ministry highlights from the past year. In the same way that 

workers overseas have been creative in ministry the UK-based team has been creative. 

Being unable to visit churches during lockdown a monthly prayer evening on zoom was 

introduced and has become one of the highlights of the month. Meeting every second 

Monday of the month from 7:30pm until 9pm each evening focuses on up to four aspects 

of ministry, often with contributions from workers in various places. You would be very 

welcome to join – contact chrisb@awm-pioneers.org for details.  

 

 

Chris Binstead  

 

Church Development Co-ordinator  



 

 

 

 

Today 

What is in tomorrow, but what we sow today? 

A kind word, a smile, 

the planting of a joyful flower, 

a prayer, a song, 

it's hope holding on. 

For a better tomorrow 

can only be built from today. 

Chains can be broken, and people set free – 

but only if we align our hearts with those in need. 

The every day is the extraordinary –  

today, not tomorrow, is where we find God at work. 

These are the tender moments we can join with our creator 

to heal our broken world. 

What is life, but a tapestry of our actions? 

When we look back, what will it show? 

Oh Lord, let it show a life with you – 

of bringing your justice, your love and your truth. 

By Rachael Adams                                                                                                         

With courtesy from Tearfund 

As Christians, we can trust that God will 

take everything we offer him today – no 

matter how small – and do more than we 

could ask or imagine (Ephesians 3:20). 



Nicole did a  

pamper day at 

Kay’s home and the              

money raised was sent to 

Covenant Homes Trust for 

some beds they needed for 

the children.  

Hellen and Arthur’s 

children and  

opposite a thank you 

letter from the                    

children. 



Dear All, 

 

We hope you are all fine and in 

good condition. We have written 

this letter for appreciation for the 

provision of a double decker bed 

and a mattress. 

 

We have been praying for you when 

mum told us about the Lord talked to you and felt 

it and provided the bed. 

 

Our hearts are very joyous, because now we can 

sleep on a bed. Due to the cold condition of our 

country to sleep on the floor is not good for our 

health. You have also saved our health. 

 

Now, we can sleep on a comfortable mattress. We 

know that the one who sent you to bless will bless 

you. Double portion is yours. 

 

We also thank you for the support and a willing 

heart to provide for the vulnerable orphans. And 

we thank God for providing a home of love for us 

and a place to be taught the word of God by our 

Mum Holton and our Dad Arthur.  

 

THANK YOU. 

 

From 

Dinah, Trizah, Edith, Angela,  

Leshan, Melvin, Ireen and Precious 



Diary ~ April 2021 Diary ~ April 2021 
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Diary ~ June 2021 

In these uncertain times, it is hard to plan exactly what our diary will be. We have tried to 

be as accurate as possible.  Changes are likely—both in terms of new events appearing 

and some listed here being cancelled. 

 

Tuesday    1 8 pm Home Group 

 

Wednesday               2 8pm Home Group 

 

Thursday    3 8pm  Home Group 

 

Sunday   6 10am Morning Service 

    11.30am  Prayer Meeting 

    6pm Sunday@six 

     

Monday    7 9.30am Prayer Meeting 

 

Tuesday   8 8pm  PCC 

 

Wednesday              9 8pm Prayer Meeting 

 

Sunday                      13       10am All Age Service  

    11.30am  Prayer Meeting 

    6pm Sunday@six 

   

Monday     14  9.30am Prayer Meeting 

 

Tuesday  15 8pm Home Group 

 

Wednesday              16 8pm  Home Group 

 

Thursday   17 8pm Home Group 

 

Sunday  20 10am Morning worship 

    11.30am Prayer Meeting 

    6pm Sunday@six 

 

Monday  21 9.30am Prayer Meeting 

 

Wednesday             23 8pm Prayer Meeting 

 

Sunday  27 10am Morning Worship 

    11.30am  Prayer Meeting 

    6pm Sunday@six 

 

Monday   28 9.30am Prayer Meeting  
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 Diary ~ June 2021 

 

Tuesday         29         8pm Home Group 

 

Wednesday          30         8pm Home Group 

 

Thursday          1          8pm Home Group 

 

Sunday                  4          10am Morning worship 

            11.30am Prayer Meeting 

            6pm Sunday@six 

Stella - coping with the hazards of trying to play from multiple sheets of music … with 
apologies to the Church Wardens for stealing their tape. 
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Send Prayers to lisharris68@yahoo.com 

Prayer  
Page 

“Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in 

the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause 

me to know the way wherein I should walk; 

for I lift up my soul unto thee.” 

Psalm 143:8 

“History Belongs to the intercessors -                      

those who believe and pray the                                       

future into being.” 

Dear Lord help us to intercede like never 

before for this world of people, whom you 

love. Heal the world. Your will be done. 

 

Please pray for Sophia, 

Larissa’s sister, for wise and skilled doctors, 

for mental and spiritual strength at such a 

hard time and for ultimate healing. 

 

We pray for all students as they near the 

end of this academic year. 

Pray for them as they revise and take exams 

and make decisions for their future. 

Pray for our youth and                                         

children's work as we make plans for 

the next half term.  

Pray for Daphne                                                                    

as she completes her curacy and is                     

licensed as an assistant minister in June.                                                         

May the Lord fill her with his Spirit as 

she starts her new ministry.  

Pray for the wardens and new PCC 

following the AGM in May - that the 

Lord would give us grace, wisdom and 

guidance.  

Pray for guidance as we respond to                          

restrictions easing in June.  
 

Pray for 3 weddings and various baptisms 

coming up shortly - for the Lord's blessing upon 

them.  

We pray for all those suffering physically, 

mentally, financially or spiritually. 

We thank you Lord that you draw close to us in 

our sorrows and shelter us in the shadow of 

your wings. 

Lord God, whose Son, Jesus Christ, 

understood people's fear and pain 

before they spoke of them, 

we pray for those in hospital; 

surround the frightened with your                  

tenderness; 

give strength to those in pain; 

hold the weak in your arms of love, 

and give hope and patience 

to those who are recovering; 

we ask this through Jesus Christ,                            

our Lord. 

Amen  

Building Project 

Please pray for our planning appeal: in par-

ticular, for appointment of the right person 

as Planning Inspector. Please also pray that 

the person who is appointed will review 

our case thoroughly and will be guided by 

God to the right decision  

Please continue to pray for                             

Keiko and her parents and her sister                                         

that as Keiko abides in You The truth of 

your Word will be made know to them. 

Pray for Covenant Homes in Kenya. 

We give thanks for the provision of beds for some 

of the children. We ask that you would bless all the 

gifts that Covenant Home receive. 

You keep track of all my sorrows.                                                                                    
You have collected all my tears in your bottle. 

    You have recorded each one in your book.  
Psalm 56:8 



 

Copyright © Bob and Debby Gass. Used by permission.                                                                                              
This is taken from The UCB Word for Today, https://www.ucb.co.uk/word-for-today/73479 

Free issues of the daily devotional are available for the UK and Republic of Ireland. 

Prayer can change your life 

7 MAY 2021 

‘First of all…prayers.’ 

1 Timothy 2:1 NIV 

Prayer is simply communicating with God. And communication can be spoken or si-

lent. It can even be expressed in song. Many of the psalms are just prayers set to mu-

sic. Prayer is connecting with God. Whether it’s confessing a sin, praising His name, 

pursuing His will, interceding for a friend, or petitioning for your own needs, your 

prayer must be God-centred, never self-centred. Sincere prayer comes from a heart 

that longs for God to reveal what He desires. So you must allow adequate time for lis-

tening and waiting intently before your heavenly Father. And prayer must be your 

first priority. Paul instructs Timothy: ‘I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, 

intercession and thanksgiving be made’ (v. 1 NIV). Note the words, ‘First of all’. Be-

fore you slide out of bed, before you take a shower, before you make your way to 

work, and before your first appointment, pray, pray, pray! Every afternoon at three 

o’clock, Peter and John went to the temple to pray. In the middle of the day, they in-

terrupted their schedule to gather for one purpose: prayer. So when your day is roll-

ing along at its own pace and in its own direction, interrupt it with prayer. As your 

day builds towards a crisis, deliberately stop to pray. When your morning begins to 

go south, pull away for a few moments of solitude to seek God’s mind and ask for His 

instruction. When your attitude starts to sour, pause for an attitude adjustment 

prompted by prayer. Don’t wait – pray immediately. Make prayer your first priority 

in all things and at all times. If you do, you’ll find that prayer changes your life for the 

better. 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Timothy%202:1&version=NIV


Brindishe Schools 
The Lord Northbrook 

Sir Edmund Halley (Leegate) 

Trinity School 

Safe Haven shops 

Cafes of Good Hope 

Clifton Consulting  

Businesses to pray for                             

in June 2021 

Hyperion on Chiltonian estate 

Visaga beauty 

Timeless Beauty 

The Crown Pub 

Coopers Lane Primary School 

CPJ Field Funeral Directors 
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Notices 

All Age Service 
 

Our next All Age Service will be on 13th June                   
in the church carpark. Drinks will be served after the 
service and you are welcome to bring a picnic and 

blanket so we can have lunch together                               
(if the weather is good!)  



 

Daphne’s  

Licensing 
 

After four years have 

flown by, Daphne has 

completed her curacy. 

And she has done an 

amazing job! 

 

As you will have 

heard, we are delighted that Daphne will continue to be 

based at St Mildred’s in her future ministry. She will need 

a new license and will become our Assistant Minister. 

 

Our Archdeacon Alastair Cutting will join us on 

 

 Sunday 20th June  

 
to license Daphne during the morning service. We want 

this service (which will include the swearing in of our 

churchwardens) to be a great celebration as we pray that 

God would bless Daphne and all of us in this new phase 

of her ministry amongst us.   
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http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/33198301703?s=131851815


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/33198301703?s=131851815 
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