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  Tom Writes ... 

Recently I read these encouraging verses 

from Isaiah 33:2, 5-6: 

 

“LORD, be gracious to us; we long for you. Be 

our strength every morning, our salvation in 

time of distress...The LORD is exalted, for he 

dwells on high; he will fill Zion with his justice 

and righteousness. He will be the sure founda-

tion for your times, a rich store of salvation 

and wisdom and knowledge; the fear of the 

LORD is the key to this treasure.” 

 

These verses contain a prayer followed by 

promises and a final instruction about the ne-

cessity of the fear of the Lord (fear here 

means not terror, but deep and appropriate 

respect). In the Bible, prayer and promises 

go together.  

 

Recently, I listened to a sermon by Pastor 

Tim Keller (I highly recommend his ser-

mons) in which he quoted Eugene Peterson 

saying that prayer is more about answering 

God than speaking to him. This does not 

mean that prayer is not about speaking! Ra-

ther, it means that prayer is more of a re-

sponse to God’s conversation to us, than our 

initiation of conversation with him. He starts 

the conversation and we respond. 

 

This is why it is so important to keep promis-

es and prayer together. We respond in pray-

er to what God has said; what he has prom-

ised. I find this greatly inspires prayer.   

 

This does not mean that prayer does not in-

clude our requests - it very definitely does 

and the Bible repeatedly tells us to make re-

quests. Rather, it means that our confidence 

to make requests of God comes from his 

promises to us (and from what he has done 

for us). When we apply the promises in this 

way, our prayers are greatly encouraged - 

the promises of God are the fire in which our 
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Anyone who is part of St Mildred’s can  

contribute articles to the newsletter. 

 

Articles should be sent to the editors no  

later than Wednesday 26th May for the June 

2021 edition, which will be available on 

Sunday 6th June 2021. 

 

Newsletter editors: 

Edna Petzen 

Elisabeth Harris 

Email: newsletter@stmildreds.org.uk 



prayers are enflamed. 

 

Isaiah’s prayer and the promises he men-

tions above are so encouraging. The Lord 

“will be the sure foundation for [our] times.” 

Other translations (e.g. the ESV and NASV) 

say, “he will be the stability of [our] times.” 

 

At such a time as this, when so much seems 

uncertain and vulnerable, praise God for 

such a promise. May it enflame our prayers 

as we seek him for grace, salvation, 

strength, wisdom and knowledge just as Isai-

ah did. 

 

 

In his day, Isaiah had so many promises and 

so many past acts of God to look back on to 

incite his prayers. Yet, by the grace of God, 

we have even more. 

 

During May we will celebrate Ascension Day 

(on May 13th) and Pentecost (on May 23rd). 

These important festivals are when we re-

member Jesus ascension to heaven and his 

sending of the Spirit from the Father in heav-

en. 

 

By ascending, Jesus is “seated at God’s right 

hand in the heavenly realms, far above all rule 

and authority, power and dominion, and every 

name that is invoked, not only in the present 

age but also in the one to come. And God has 

placed all things under his feet and appointed 

him to be head over everything for the church, 

which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 

everything in every way.” (Ephesians 1:20-

23) 

 

Peter tells us that “exalted to the right hand of 

God, Jesus has received from the Father the 

promised Holy Spirit” whom he has “poured 

out” upon us (Acts 2:33). We are not left as 

orphans by Jesus’ ascension (John 14:18), 

rather we have the Spirit who unites us to 

Him - our exalted Lord - and fills us with 

love, life and hope (Romans 5:5, 8:11, 15:13, 

1 Corinthians 2:12, Galatians 4:6, 1 John 

4:13). 

 

What wonderful truths! How great are the 

things God has done for us! What amazing 

reasons to believe that he will be the stabil-

ity - the sure foundation - of our times! 

 

So let us seek him at this time. Let us seek 

him confidently because we have so many 

reasons and  promises on which to base our 

prayers. And may our God be the sure foun-

dation of our times and fill us with grace, 

wisdom, knowledge, strength and salvation. 

In Jesus name, Amen! 

Rev. Tom Lake 

Vicar 
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I would just like to say a "BIG THANK YOU" to everyone involved  in running the 

Easter services. A lot of preparation and organisation went on and we sometimes 

don't know and see what goes on behind the scenes. 

 

Having 'braved' the 2 outdoor services (Good Friday and 10 o’clock Sunday), I felt 

very blessed and uplifted. In spite of South Circular noise and quite a few sirens, 

the sound system coped and I was able to hear everything! 

 

Thank you to Daphne and Louise who made the tomb, and to everyone who helped 

with the stations of the cross. 

 

We have a wonderful team of leaders and helpers at St Mildred's. 

 

God bless you all. 

 

Janice Nash. 
 



Easter Reflection on the unity of the body of Christ 
A dome tent, a camouflage net and a bunch of creativity. No, this isn’t a pub-related joke, 
it’s my reflection on our Holy Week and Easter services.  
The practicalities: With no prospect of us being in church for Easter and certainly not 

able to sing in church we had to come up with 

several plans to cover all eventualities. Matthew 

came up with the idea of putting up some 

‘stations of the cross’ in the car park; it was cer-

tainly cold enough for snowballs and the ball 

started rolling! At short notice, seven teams 

were identified and volunteered to create a sta-

tion based upon the Bible readings selected by 

Tom. One thing led to another and we decided 

upon a reflection to go with each reading, with 

the handy addition of a QR code so the reflection 

could be heard as well as read. The big build 

after church on Palm Sunday went really well, 

with each team preparing their station and others helping when needed.  

Ian providing tech support and 
helping to install some of the 

stations. 

Chris Coutts 

The tech and worship 

teams:  
Any reflection is incomplete 

without mention of our amaz-

ing tech and worship teams. 

They arrived two hours be-

fore most services to haul kit 

and the piano to the car park, 

set up and test it.  

Tech and worship teams arriving 
early to set up 

Matt and Kelly 

Kelly and Rachel contemplate Joyce’s painting 



Holy Week  
is a time when we remember Christ’s last few days on this earth and the stations of the 

cross are a physical way of helping us to remember and reflect. A small team of us took it in 

turns to take classes from Baring Road around the stations and explain what was happen-

ing. The fourth station was particularly poignant for me, when my class had a discussion 

about equality in Christianity and that we don’t have segregation for prayer and worship. 

One of the young people offered the word segregation and they all wanted to know what 

we eat at church! 

1. Crown of thorns. Why would you do 

that ? Listen, imagine the traffic as a jeering 

crowd, hail king of the Jews. The noise you 

can’t escape from. He talked of the kingdom 

of heaven. The kingdom of God being here 

now, Jesus who said I am the way the truth 

and the life Jesus, who said He was sent by 

God to do God’s will. He was a threat He 

had to die. 

Simon carries the cross. 

3. We expect super heroes to be strong. Simon 

was drafted to carry the cross for Jesus. We have 

a Messiah who needed help to get to the cross. 

He exhibits his greatest strength in becoming 

weak. 

He told us we must follow him by taking up the 

cross. 

2. Jesus carries the cross. The cross Jesus carried 

would have been bigger and heavier than this one. 

He would have been taken by the longest route so 

as many as possible could witness it. He had been 

spat upon, slapped around the head, flogged al-

most to death and a crown of thorns placed upon 

His head. He carried the burden and the weight of 

that cross and the burden of our sin so that we 

might be forgiven in Him. 

Designed by Marta and Kay 

Created by Chris Coutts 

Built by the Shimwell family 



4. The women of Jerusalem. Some followed 

Jesus throughout his ministry. The women 

were the only people Jesus spoke to on His 

way to Golgotha. Jesus accepted and appre-

ciated the support these women offered Him. 

Save your tears for yourselves and your chil-

dren. 

7. Jesus is buried. 

It is finished. 

Joseph of Arimathea.. A prominent member 

of the council had been hiding his faith be-

cause of his fear of Jesus' opponents. 

Joseph comes out into the open about his 

commitment to Christ. Jesus is buried in a 

rich man’s new tomb... A new tomb for a new 

beginning. Jesus came for all who trust him -

rich like Joseph or poor as the man crucified 

with Him. 

What about you will you trust in Him? 

5. Jesus’ clothes are divided. Humiliation 

- Crucified publicly. Place between the 

criminals - numbered with the transgres-

sors. Stripped, with His clothes divided as 

plunder. 

Yet at this moment He prays for the           

soldiers who had done this to Him. 

He asks God to forgive them. What amaz-

ing love. 

 

6, Jesus dies. Jesus who had said, “I am the way 

the truth and the life.” and, “I am sent by God to 

do God’s will.” He was a threat He had to die. 

Standing here at the foot of the cross what are 

we thinking. I don’t want to die like that. He had 

to die but why?  “My Fathers will is that every-

one who looks on the Son and believes in Him 

will have eternal life and I will raise him up on 

the last day.” 

Daphne and Louise arranged the Cross of flowers and were helped 
by Rachel, Ella, Jenny to create the tomb 

Painted by Pauline during isolation 

The Beck family worked on this innovative presentation 

Painted by our very own Joyce 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday 
 

By the end of the week I was pretty ex-

hausted, and it was lovely to Zoom in for 

Marion’s quiet service at 8pm, as we 

thought about the last supper. 

Good Friday is a time when we 

spend an hour at the cross, remembering 

the pain that Christ went through before 

dying for us, that hideous crucifixion. This 

year, we decided to use the car park sta-

tions, with the added bonus of being able 

to sing outside! The tech team were amaz-

ing and even livestreamed the service for 

those who could not be with us physical-

ly. Standing under the picture Pauline 

had painted, looking up at Christ dying 

on the cross was one of the most powerful 

moments of Easter for me. I really experi-

enced Christ’s death that day and I felt 

very sad. Perhaps it’s because I’ve conducted a funeral service a month for the last 

year and the one on Maundy Thursday was so close to Good Friday. 



Easter Day     
 
was looming and I felt the urge to be at the 

tomb first thing in the morning. As with other 

Easter plans, Tom and I agreed to a dawn ser-

vice with less than 48 hours’ notice. I was ex-

cited! If it was only me, I wanted to be there. 

My brother’s church has a dawn service so 

their vicar sent me the liturgy – oh the joy of 

email! Serena asked if we wanted a brazier, 

which forms part of the service and we were 

ready.  

I haven’t felt that excited about  Easter 

Day in living memory. Even though 

Louise and I had ‘dressed’ the tomb the 

day before, the excitement was palpa-

ble for me. It didn’t matter that I knew 

how the Holy Week story ended.  

As dawn approached, there were four 

of us preparing for the service and we 

noted that it was four women.                   

Gradually, as dawn rose seventeen of 

us gathered in the car park, sang and 

praised God for death had lost its sting. 

Photos from Sunday 10am service 



 Alleluia, Christ is risen!  

He is risen indeed,  

Alleluia! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                               

“It was an absolute privilege to be part of 

the team which brought together the Sta-

tions of the Cross, through which the East-

er story was made accessible to our local 

community. Our car park installation was 

shared with classes from Baring School 

and was the focus of our service for the 

Hour at the Cross on Good Friday.   

I found it remarkable, and also quite mov-

ing, to see the hidden creative gifts of St 

Mildred's family revealed on the day the 

various stations were installed. Yet again 

the technical  team amazed us too, com-

ing up with QR codes, so that a recorded 

commentary for each station was available to hear on our mobiles.  

I'd like to give my thanks to everyone involved. It was a remarkable achievement.  It reminds 

us that however much our lives may currently be restricted, God is in control, and His will pre-

vails over all.”   Louise Wayman 

Daphne Clifton               

(Curate) 

Our 10am service was live-streamed, and we 

had a car park full of socially distanced fami-

lies, with masks and singing voices at the 

ready. Again, the body of Christ had pulled 

together, sourcing party poppers and bring-

ing flowers for the table next to the empty 

tomb. St Mildred’s looked and sounded alive, 

with Micah on the drums sounding out God’s 

heartbeat.  

Praise the Lord!  



The difference Christ makes to us sinners. 
 

Many years ago before I retired I worked for Clintons the card shop 

in Lewisham, as you know that as well as selling cards they also sell 

soft toys and other items. 

 

One day the ref came in to assess the stock and decided 4 or 5 of the 

white teddy bears were no longer suitable for sale. Instead of being 

white, they were now a grubby grey - through much handling - and 

were to be thrown away.  

 

The manageress didn’t like this idea. After all they had been expen-

sive items. 

 

Knowing I was a Christian she called me aside and gave them to me 

on the proviso that I did not sell them. 

 

I took them home and put them in the washing machine and they 

came out as good as new. A bit like the Persil advert with the photos 

of before and after. 

 

At this time my husband’s boss ran a small charity to raise money to 

purchase wheelchairs for disabled children. So the next day he took 

them to his place of work. 

 

In a very short time they had all been sold. 

 

So what had been deemed worthless had been made worth much. 

It’s the same when we come to know Jesus as our Saviour and are 

washed in his Blood, we become worth much. 

 

 

Brenda Eves 



As we read through the Newsletter Bible 

study scheme in Isaiah, after many familiar 

words and phrases which refer forward to 

Jesus and the New Testament, we come to 

chapter 32 which is much less well-known, 

but which says much about the Kingdom 

which Jesus was to bring - not only in His first 

coming but also (most fully) in His second 

coming. 

"See a King will reign in righteousness"(v1) 

In human justice terms this would have been 

VERY good news in the Middle East in Isai-

ah's day (700 BC) and in the same area today 

for that matter! Justice was hard to come by 

in the King's courts in those days even 

though the King was supposed to hold open 

sessions where anyone could present a legal 

case and get swift, fair and free justice. Kings 

in Jerusalem were supposed to apply the 

Laws of God in all their purity and practicali-

ty without fear or favour. In practice the rich 

were favoured (sometimes for a bribe) and 

the poor were ignored. In the face of all this 

Isaiah says that one day the Messiah will 

come, who "with justice will give decisions 

for the poor of the earth" (Ch 11:4) Now we 

have to remember that kings in those days 

were absolute monarchs, their word was law 

and HAD to be obeyed. We are more used to 

a constitutional monarch who has to sign 

every law produced by Parliament - nobody 

asks her what she thinks - she doesn't even 

have a vote! That's worth remembering when 

we pray! God will not act just because a lot 

of people gang up on Him and force His 

hand, but only on the basis of His eternal 

purposes and promises as revealed in His 

Word, according to His compassion and His 

unchanging  holiness. 

Today much is said about social justice but 

there is a great danger that people some-

times actually campaign for "MY social jus-

tice" and "blow anyone who frustrates me!" 

Whereas Jesus says "Repent, for the King-

dom of Heaven is at hand" (Matthew 3:2). If 

we want to receive the benefits of His King-

dom (including justice) we need to bow the 

knee to the King, to come under His authori-

ty and to agree with ALL his purposes - not 

just the ones we happen to like! "Not every-

one who CALLS  me Lord will enter the King-

dom...only those who DO the will of my Fa-

ther who is in Heaven" (Matthew 7:21). His 

justice, His Righteousness are public, univer-

sal and unshakeable. Isaiah goes on to say 

that "the fruit of righteousness will be 

peace" (Isaiah 32:17). If justice is swift and 

fair, I will not need to attack my fellow citi-

zen, the King's Law will do it for me! So there 

will be peace on the streets, not to mention 

peace in my own heart since I can rest as-

sured that the King will act reliably and faith-

fully. So justice leads to peace, but peace 

does not lead to justice. Many people ap-

pear to be at peace with themselves whose 

lives are far from being just or righteous. 

Peace may be sought as a short term objec-

tive, perhaps as a by product of short term 

pleasures, entertainment, alcohol, narcotics 

or other artificial means. Jesus says (in con-

trast) "Seek FIRST the Kingdom of God AND 

His righteousness and all these other things 

will be given to you as well.” (Matt 6:33) 

Now we know that however willing we may 

be for all this, our power to achieve it is woe-

fully lacking. Only in the Cross do we find 

that "Mercy and Truth meet together. Right-

eousness and Peace kiss each other" (Psalm 

85:10). Only the perfectly obedient life of Je-

sus surrendered in perfect sacrifice, before 

the perfect Father can perfectly cleanse the 

human conscience and put to death the old 

sinner. The New Testament keeps reminding 

us that the only "good me" is a "dead 

me" (see Romans 6:1-10, and Matthew 16:24 

"Take up your cross daily.....") So we know 

how to be forgiven and see our old character 

done away with, but Isaiah 32 also speaks of 

the positive coming of the (Holy) Spirit from 

on high (v15) to bring in the holiness and 

power of the positive Kingdom... Only He 

can produce holy fruit and holy living. 

David Nicholls 

  

The Kingdom of God - Isaiah 



The God of All Comfort 
God comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort                                         

those in any trouble. 

2 Corinthians 1:4  

Radamenes was just a kitten when his owner dropped him off at an ani-

mal shelter, thinking he was too ill to recover. The kitten was nursed back 

to health and adopted by the vet. He then became a full-time resident at 

the shelter and now spends his days “comforting” cats and dogs—just 

out of surgery or recovering from an illness—through his warm presence 

and gentle purr. 

That story is a small picture of what our loving God does for us—and 

what we can do for others in return. He cares for us in our sickness and 

struggles, and He soothes us with His presence. The apostle Paul in 2 Co-

rinthians calls our God, “the Father of compassion and the God of all 

comfort” (1:3). When we are discouraged, depressed, or mistreated, He’s 

there for us. When we turn to Him in prayer, He “comforts us in all our 

troubles” (v.4). 

But verse 4 doesn’t end there. Paul, who had experienced intense suffer-

ing, continues, “so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the com-

fort we ourselves receive from God.” Our Father comforts us, and when 

we’ve experienced His comfort, we’re enabled to comfort others. 

Our compassionate Saviour, who suffered for us, is more than able to 

comfort us in our suffering and distress (v.5). He helps us through our 

pain and equips us to do the same for others.  

By:  Alyson Kieda 

 
 

With permission of Our Daily Bread https://odb.org/GB/2021/04/22/the-god-of-all-comfort 

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/2%20Cor%201.4
https://odb.org/author/akieda/
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In these uncertain times, it is hard to plan exactly what our diary will be.  We have tried to 

be as accurate as possible.  Changes are likely—both in terms of new events appearing 

and some listed here being cancelled. 

 

         

 

Sunday              2 10am Morning Worship  

    11.30am  Prayer Meeting 

    6pm Sunday@six 

     

Monday   3 Bank Holiday 

 

Tuesday   4 8pm Home Group 

 

Wednesday       5 8pm Home Group 

 

Thursday   6 8pm  Home Group 

 

Sunday  9 10am Morning Service 

    11.30am  Prayer Meeting 

    6pm Sunday@six 

     

Monday   10 9.30am Prayer Meeting  

 

Wednesday  12 8pm Prayer Meeting 

 

Sunday              16       10am Morning Service  

    11.30am  Prayer Meeting 

    12pm AGM 

    6pm Sunday@six 

   

Monday     17  9.30am Prayer Meeting 

 

Tuesday  18 8pm Home Group 

 

Wednesday   19 8pm Home Group 

 

Thursday   20 8pm Home Group 

 

Sunday  23 10am Morning worship 

    11.30am Prayer Meeting 

    6pm Sunday@six 
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Businesses to pray for... 

Let us continue to pray for God’s guidance, 

wisdom and provision for businesses every-

where, and in particular those local in our 

parish as they open up again. 

 

Kinleigh, Folkard & Hayward Rose Chinese 

Lee Station Polish Tavern 

Travis Perkins Cat & Dog grooming 

Bellamy's Citroen ishopsmart 

St Winifred's Nursery Classy Design 

St Winifred's infant / junior Lite Up  

Monday  24 9.30am Prayer Meeting 

 

Tuesday   25 Standing Committee 

 

Wednesday  26 Prayer Meeting 

 

Sunday  30 10am Morning Worship 

    11.30am  Prayer Meeting 

    6pm Sunday@six 

 

Monday   31 Bank Holiday  

 

Tuesday   1 8pm  Home Group 

 

Wednesday  2 8pm  Home Group 

 

Thursday  3 8pm Home Group 

     



Prayer  

Page 

Father, you know our hearts                                                 

and share our sorrows. 

We are hurt by our parting from                                     

those whom we loved: 

when we are angry at the loss we                                  

have sustained, 

when we long for words of comfort, 

yet find them hard to hear, 

turn our grief to truer living, 

our affliction to firmer hope 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Pray for the AGM on May 16th - for elections 

to PCC and wardens. 

 

Pray for the London Mayoral                                 

and Assembly elections on May 6th.  

 

Pray for wisdom as we plan for changes over 

the next few months as restrictions ease.  

 

Pray for PCC and others as we consider our 

current mission priorities.  

Please continue to pray for                             

Keiko and her parents and her sister and 

family that as Keiko abides in You The truth 

of your Word will be made know to them. 
“...that you will spare the lives of my father and 

mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who 

belong to them and - that you will save us 

from death.” 
Joshua 2:13 

Please, pray for all those in education. Pray 

the wise planning and provision resources and 

positive friendships for all. 

Pray for all waiting for exams and teacher as-

sessments both at school and university. 

Pray for parents that they will receive the sup-

port and friendship they need to sustain healthy 

happy families. 

Building Project 

Please pray for our planning appeal: in par-

ticular, for appointment of the right person 

as Planning Inspector. Please also pray that 

the person who is appointed will review our 

case thoroughly and will be guided by God 

to the right decision.  

“It is written: ‘As surely as I live,’ 

says the Lord, ‘every knee will bow 

before me; every tongue will 

acknowledge God.’” 
Romans 14:11 

Living God, 

deliver us from a world without justice 

and a future without mercy; 

in your mercy, establish justice, 

and in your justice, remember the mercy 

revealed to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Restless with grief and fear, 

the abandoned turn to you: 

in every hour of trial, 

good Lord, deliver us, 

O God most holy, God most strong, 

whose wisdom is the cross of Christ. 

 

We give thanks for all who organised Easter   

Services. We thank you Lord, for the fine weather 

enabling us to worship outside. 

We thank you for all of us who were encouraged, 

blessed and challenged by these events. 

Send prayers to: lisharris68@yahoo.com 
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Mission Focus 
I had the pleasure of meeting with the team at Arab World Ministries in April. Chris Bin-

stead is the Church Development Coordinator and he provided a helpful background to 

the ministry and global operations. Joining us on the call was one of their workers who for 

the sake of anonymity we are calling Joe. As many of you know, operating a Christian min-

istry to Muslims has many challenges and for some this may also include a danger to their 

lives and security.  

 

You can listen to an audio version of the interview on the church.  

 

I also received an update from Covenant Homes Trust to tell us of the welfare of the chil-

dren in their care and how the ministry is progressing without Pat.  

 

Please do continue to pray for our mission partners whose work has been made that much 

more challenging as a result of the pandemic. 

  

Edna 

Would you like to briefly introduce yourself and your 

role at AWM-Pioneers? 

 

Chris 

I'm what's called a Church Development Coordinator, 

which means that what I do is I connect with a lot of 

churches around the UK. We've been around for 140 

years and this year is our 140th anniversary. Our goal 

is to build Christ's Church amongst Arab peoples, 

wherever they can be found, whether that means 

North Africa, Middle East, Europe, and even here in 

the UK.  

 

Edna 

Could you explain the type of work you do? 

 

 

Chris 

We've got about 100 people from the UK who have 

been sent to various parts of the Arab region. Some of 

them go out to learn Arabic, some of them go out as 

teachers, some of them go out to run a business, and 

they connect with the local people and seek to intro-

duce them to Jesus. That's one aspect of our work. 

We’ve then got lots of people on the ground. The oth-

er aspect of our work is a media ministry, and the me-

dia ministry is on the internet. In this day and age, if 

people have got questions, where do they go? They 

go to Google. And they'll ask questions of Google. 

Our website is used to answer those questions. Last 

year, we had about 1.5 million people from 130 differ-

ent countries visit our website, all asking lots of ques-

tions. And we know of more than 200 people who 

came to faith in Jesus through the ministry.  



I'm convinced there are loads of other ones who just 

didn't tell us. 

 

Edna  

That is wonderful. What has been the impact of the 

last 12 months on your  ministry? 

 

Chris 

That varies from place to place. In the Arab world the 

pandemic is just one thing amongst many that is af-

fected. Look at places like Yemen, Syria, Lebanon, all 

of them have been affected by the pandemic, but 

you've got wars, you've got cholera, you've got this, 

that and everything else, it's just one of many things 

affecting them. That affects our people on the ground 

as well. 

 

In some places, they 

have returned to the UK 

and other places they've 

stayed put. They can't go 

out and meet people as 

much as they would like. 

So they're keeping in 

touch with people 

through social media, 

through Zoom like this, through telephone or through 

email and stuff like that to maintain contact with their 

contacts and build them up. But the other thing that 

has happened is, as far as media is concerned, every-

body's using it. So the ministry is certainly continuing 

and we're still seeing lots of people coming to faith. 

 

Edna 

Can you give us an example of one of the works you 

are doing on the ground? 

 

Chris 

I can’t name the country, but some of our workers 

have been able to support local indigenous communi-

ties that have been affected by wars, by providing 

them with essential supplies to help them live day-to-

day or make repairs to the homes like replace broken 

windows, doors, etc. We also work extensively with 

refugees displaced by the wars, providing food, 

building relationships and sharing the love of Jesus 

with them. 

 

Edna 

Joe, please introduce yourself and tell us about your 

work? 

 

Joe 

I'm a Christian of about 41 years now. My heart and 

passion is to reach people and to help them come to 

know Jesus and to grow in their faith. Working with 

Muslims is not an easy thing and can often be danger-

ous and so we need to be careful in how we work and 

how we share the gospel. I work in Europe including 

the UK and like many have had to adapt because of 

the pandemic, now using Zoom for bible studies and 

meeting with people. 

 

 

Edna 

Tell us about how do you connect with people? 

 

Joe 

I’m an Arab and so have the background, language 

and culture to connect with people from the Arab 

world. I am a people person, so I know how to start a 

conversation and build friendship, I have to gain their 

trust. Not all Muslims are the same so I need to adapt 

my ministry to the person. I try to find the key area of 

interest to help him to be open and talk and I listen. 

When I listen I can find a way to connect.  

 

Edna 

During this time of difficulty for many people, what 

has been the thing that has stood out for you the most 

in the last 12 months? 

 

Joe 

For the last few years I’ve been working in detention 

centres, containing about 1,100 beds in one place. I 

meet a lot of 

people on a 

daily basis 

and try to 

build a rela-

tionship with 

them, listen to 

their prob-

lems to help 

them face 

some of the 

pressures 

they are un-

der. Gently, 

I’m able to 

share my faith with them and sometimes that devel-

ops to also sharing the Word of God with them. I’ve 

seen many become Christians. 

 

Edna 

How can we, as a church, pray for you? 

 

Joe 

I want to thank you for your support and prayers over 

the years, it’s been really helpful and great. I don’t do 

this ministry because it’s my job, it’s my calling. I also 

have challenges and this last year has been particu-

larly difficult for me and my family. I’d appreciate 

your prayers for my health and that of my family, for 

our safety and protection. COVID has meant that I’ve 

not been able to see my children and so please pray 

that we will be able to reconnect and see each other 

because family is really important to us. Please also 

pray for my wife who is a great support to me but who 

has not been well. Pray for recovery of health. Pray 

also for the continuation of our ministry. 

 

Chris 

Please also pray for all our workers, that they will 

continue to shine for Jesus. And pray that the Lord of 

the harvest will send out more workers. 

 



Our main focus has been to ensure that as many students as possible are able to achieve 

their High School Diplomas as without them it is difficult to get a job. 

 

Some of the children have specific sponsors whilst others are covered by people who give 

general support. Some of the young adults who are studying in University have sponsors 

that pay part of their costs and they also receive a little assistance in grants from the Ken-

yan government but also need help with day-to-day living. 

  

We are running two properties, one for the girls and one for the boys and employ a Man-

ageress (Pauline) to oversee things and a Social Worker (Lucy) who assists and also inves-

tigates children’s backgrounds, if they are having problems at school, etc. They both re-

port to the board in Kenya. There is also a family unit established under Hellen at Ka-

kamega. 

 

Mum was very much the driving force of Covenant and it has been a struggle since she 

has gone just trying to sort things out with the relevant authorities, not helped by COVID 

Lockdowns either, but hopefully things are getting settled down and with the wonderful 

support of her friends and family her legacy will continue to see these kids fulfil 

their Potential. 

Some of the older High School children with a couple of ex-Covenant children  

who had come to visit and a few of the younger children.  



Mary is in Form One at secondary school and has shown an improvement in her grades 

since last year. 

 

Enock is at a special school and has again shown a slight progress since last year. 

 

Favor is in Form One and has excelled this year achieving B+ grades coming 8 out of 276  

 

Gideon has returned to school after realising he needs to have a certificate of High School 

Education to get a job and finished mid table, which after a year’s break, is to be expected. 

 

Emmaculate and Patricia are in secondary school. 

 

Results were not available for all the students so I am hoping that all the time away from 

studies last year has not had too much of an impact on the children. The older children were 

encouraged to assist the younger children with studies and several of the older students 

have access to online learning to be able to continue their own studies. 

 

There are four students who have finished their High School studies and they are asking 

about further education, but as things stand at the moment there are insufficient funds to 

permit this. The Board are looking into the possibilities of apprenticeships instead.   

 

There are 5 students currently in University but we do not have all their results as yet as 

they have only just taken their exams. We had news from Joash yesterday that he has ex-

celled in his exams and came first out of 155 students and he has sent thanks to all those 

who have made his education possible. 

 

In total there are 12 at High School and 10 in Primary School.   

 

The children at Primary school have received good grades and the board are now looking 

into High School costs and if they can get Government support for those that are or-

phans. The difficulty is the ones Mum took in from children’s services who had been aban-

doned obviously have no birth certificate or proof of parentage just a certificate from the 

children’s dept, putting them into Covenant’s care which may not count apparently. The so-

cial worker, Lucy, is looking into it. 

 

It looks like Kenya is now going back into another lock-

down which will again impact on jobs and education as 

workers in Kenya are not being assisted by their Gov-

ernment with furlough schemes as we have been in the 

UK. 

 

Pauline and Lucy and the Board are doing their best for 

the children but it is obvious to all that they really miss 

having Mum around to sort things out for them. 

 

God Bless you all and thank you for your support. 

 

Regards 

 

Sharon (Pat’s daughter ) 

Some of the younger children  



Unstuck by Tim Lane 
 

 

This is a book about lasting personal change as a 

Christian, written by a professional and experienced 

Christian counsellor. It is for anyone who wants to change 

and grow as a follower of Christ, especially if you feel a 

little ‘stuck’ and wonder why certain things don’t seem to 

get better. 

 

Covering nine steps, it is very Biblical, practical and easy 

to read, containing a number of real life examples. It gives 

an extremely helpful guide to Christian growth and 

maturity. This starts with us being sure about our identity 

in Christ and the work of the Spirit within every believer, 

and moves on to consider our personality and 

circumstances. It then offers various practical tips for 

living and growing authentically as Christians. 

 

Here is a sample quote: 

 

“One of the most common errors in a Christian’s life is forgetting this very important order: 

God’s rescue leads to obedience. Obedience does not earn God’s rescue. Who we are comes 

before what we do.” 

 

I’ve just finished it and found it extremely helpful. I commend it to you if you would like to 

consider how you can apply your faith in your daily life and growth. 

 

Tom Lake 
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COMMUNITY PROJECT relating to ex-Wrens (Women’s Royal Naval Service) 
 
 
We have been sent this request via the Diocese:  
 
“We are struggling to reach ex Wrens but specifically from the 40s-60s as they are less likely to be on the 
internet/social media and this may be our last avenue of making contact with them for this community-
based project. 

 

Do you have any Wrens in your family? I’m not referring to the tiny, feathered variety in the garden but 
the indomitable ladies who joined the Women’s Royal Naval Service. Specifically, ladies who joined up be-
tween 1946 and 1981 and did their basic training at Training Depot Burghfield/HMTE Burghfield/HMTE 
Dauntless/HMS Dauntless/Reading.  
 
Dauntless Divisional Photos is a nationwide project, in collaboration with the Association of Wrens, to 
gather divisional photographs and memories from those training days but also to reunite ladies with old 
friends, share anecdotes and relive exciting moments. If you, your mum, granny, aunt, godmother, curate 
or even next door neighbour donned a blue suit and aimed for a life on the ocean wave, please get in 

touch on either ddpwrens@gmail or Janette / 
Mandy on 07765 435295/ 0771 990 9844.” 
 
Sadly, until recently, women were not able to 
spend their naval life on the ocean wave, but 
here’s someone you may recognise who came 
fairly close! 
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www.stmildreds.org.uk 

He is risen indeed! 


