Week 3: Seeing the wood from the trees
1) A recap on genre and studying the text.

[image: image1.jpg]{ General Letters ) Apocalyptic













Ways of reading the Bible:


Straight through

This is a good and important way of getting to know the whole Bible and gaining an overview of its teaching.  Having a good knowledge of the whole Bible enables us to make connections to other parts we might be reading, giving us proper context.  [Note: this is far more important than studying history found outside the Bible.]  It also protects us from becoming imbalanced because different parts of the Bible emphasise different things and explain the same things in a different way.  Paul talked of proclaiming ‘the whole counsel of God’ in Acts 20:27.   We must be concerned not to cherry pick a few verses, or emphasise on what part of the Bible and thereby miss out on God’s whole counsel.
Meditatively:  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 




believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
This is where we deliberately read a small part of Scripture slowly and repetitively, focussing on different words each time we read through.  Thus: “God so loved the world” the first time; “God so loved the world” the second time; “God so loved the world” the third time.  Each time we do this we pause to consider the implications of the words we’re focussing on.  This can be helpful in slowing us down in order carefully to consider what we’re reading.

Deeper study





See Over
Compare the Layouts: 2 Timothy 1:1-7
Standard

1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, according to the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, 2 To Timothy, my dear son: Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. 3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers. 4 Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.
Studied
Verbs past tense

Verbs present tense

Verbs Perfect tense
Linking words (in, according to etc.) that join parts of a sentence

Linking words (for, but, therefore etc.) that join sentences together




Key words
1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus 





















by the will of God, 

according to the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus,

 2 To Timothy, my dear son: 

Grace, 

mercy and 

peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord.

3 I thank God, whom I serve, as my forefathers did, with a clear conscience, 

as night and day I remember you constantly in my prayers. 


4 Recalling your tears, I long 



to see you, so that I may be filled with joy. 

5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived 

in your grandmother Lois and 

in your mother Eunice and, 

I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 

6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, 

which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

7 For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit 
of power, 

of love and 

of self-discipline.
2) Writing a theme or summary sentence 
The six faithful friends help us to see the details clearly.  Now we need to stand back and take in the thrust of the whole passage.  A good way to do that is to try to sum up the passage in one sentence.
Ideally the sentence will capture the passage’s content and intent.  Make it as short as possible, but not so short that becomes just a general slogan.  Ideally, if you read your theme sentence to someone who knew the Bible well, it would be possible for them to tell which passage you were summarising.            

The discipline of writing a theme sentence forces you to make choices about what’s most important in a passage.  In making those choices you sometimes have to sacrifice your own interests and agendas to reflect the point the passage itself makes most important.   
3) A worked example – 2 Timothy 2:1-13

Here’s a worked example of writing a theme sentence for 2 Timothy 2:8-13:
Theme sentence – first attempt
To help us endure the hardships of faithful ministry we must remember the pattern of Christ’s resurrection, the unstoppable energy of God’s word and the ultimate stakes involved whether we stick at it or drop out.

Self-Critique

· “Us”.  Is that right?  Is Paul addressing all believers?  Or just ministers and those faithful teachers they appoint (2:2)?  If I was preaching this passage to the whole church, perhaps I’d change “us” to “gospel workers”.  But for the sake of this course, I’ll keep it; we are here because we want to be gospel workers!

· Is “help” too bland?  Are the considerations he lays out here – for example – to inspire, or encourage or even jolt us into endurance?  Perhaps the tone is more solemn than “encourage” or “inspire” would suggest.  “Help” is best, because that’s mode of teaching in 2:3-7 where Timothy is given space to be drawn into Paul’s way of thinking.  He is helping Timothy to think correctly, rather than inspiring him or just encouraging him to.        

· To resurrection, I’ll add “death and…” because the pattern Paul wants to highlight includes both death and resurrection.  

· “Unstoppable energy” is good and vivid.  But it doesn’t capture Paul’s full conviction about the power of the Word of God.  The Word overcomes obstacles but also enables the elect to obtain salvation.  I’ll change it to, “the impact of God’s Word despite every obstacle”.     

· Should I mention Paul? On balance, yes – this is a personal letter, and it is specifically in his experience that the Word of God is unchained and on the loose.  
My final (maybe) offer    

 To help us endure the hardships of faithful ministry we must remember the pattern of Christ’s death and resurrection, the impact of God’s Word despite every obstacle Paul faced, and the ultimate stakes involved in sticking at it or dropping out.
3) Theme sentence workshop on 2 Timothy 1:1-7

Spend some time in groups of two or three working on a theme sentence for 2 Timothy 2:1-7 based on the work you did as homework.  We will feedback some of the sentences to the whole group and critique them positively to sharpen them up.    

4) Using a theme sentence

A theme sentence helps to focus our minds on the central message of a passage.  It is also a launch pad for sharing what we have learned because it makes us sift the message into coherent, bite-sized chunks.  

(i) Giving a talk

The theme sentence is your handrail.  It clarifies the main aim; it ensures you keep to the point; it begins to give you a structure.

To help us endure the hardships of faithful ministry we must remember the pattern of Christ’s death and resurrection, the impact of God’s Word despite every obstacle Paul faced, and the ultimate stakes involved in sticking at it or dropping out.
The main aim of a talk on this passage should be to help us gospel workers endure any hardship that gospel work entails and not to give up.  
The introduction 

It’s a good idea to highlight the main aim of a talk in the introduction, perhaps with a story or observation: the troubles faced by faithful ministers, like Pastor Nakhardani of Iran; or the temptation to soft-pedal the gospel for the sake of an easier life.  

The rest of the talk needs to address the main aim.  What will help us stay faithful in sharing the word?  Three considerations emerged from the passage as the theme sentence makes clear:

1. Remember Christ’s pattern of death and resurrection.
2. Consider the unstoppable impact of God’s Word.
3. Face the ultimate stakes of sticking at it or dropping out.

These are the basis for some headings; they’re too clunky and academic to be the actual headings.  Try…

1. Stick at it: Jesus did, and won.        
2. Stick at it: Paul did, and the Word won.
3. Stick at it: we must, and we will win. 

As you make a point in a talk, try doing it this way: 

S – State the point.  
Remember that Jesus endured and died, but God raised him.  So stick at it.   
E – Explain the point.  

He was descended from David, a human being like us.  He stuck at his mission, and in the end his endurance was vindicated in the glory of the resurrection.  We can expect the same pattern in our experience.  He said himself, “‘A servant is no greater than his master’.  If they persecuted me, they will persecute you” (John 16:20).  
R – Restate the point

Remember Jesus, don’t be surprised if you experience the same pattern.  Stick at it and expect vindication. 
I – Illustrate the point.
Martin Luther King took the name of Martin Luther, a great reformer.  Luther was misunderstood and persecuted.  Martin Luther King must have expected the same when he identified himself along with Luther.  It would be crazy if he claimed to stand in Luther’s footsteps yet didn’t expect to suffer.  But what an encouragement to remember that, through Luther’s suffering, came massive blessings.  Likewise we expect the same suffering as Jesus, and take encouragement from its outcome.  
A – Apply the point
So if we were ever tempted to give up and soft-pedal the gospel because it makes us unpopular or misunderstood, stick at it.

L – Leave the point.  

Stick at it: Jesus did, and won.  Point made.
At the end of a talk, restate what you have said and tie it together with the central point again: Gospel workers can expect hardships, but must endure knowing that it will pay off.

(ii) Planning a children’s activity 
2 Timothy 2:8-13 isn’t a passage that leaps to mind for use with children.  Generally it’s easier to do stories with children than to illustrate concepts.  But it can be done.  
C.S. Lewis said that if we can’t explain something simply we don’t understand it.  Communicating with children is a test of the depth and clarity of our understanding.  The theme sentence should have helped us identify the key idea or principle.  

I suggest main point is: Stick at standing up for Jesus no matter how hard it gets, then you can only win.  This may be very pertinent to children at school.   
There are lots of activities that would illustrate this central idea of endurance paying off.  Age is a key factor to consider.  But in general, the more vivid the activity, the more it involves the children joining in, the better.  E.g.:

· Get one of the children to hold a telephone book in each outstretched arm for 30 seconds to receive a cream egg.  Then ask if anyone wants to follow that person.  When they come out ask what they expect to have to do… they will expect to have to endure first.  Then you could ask them what kept them going as the phone books got heavier.  Then explain that it’s the same with us and Jesus.  As we stand up for him, we can expect to have to endure like he did.  

· We could turn the second part of the theme sentence into an activity too.  The word is unstoppable in its impact.  Someone pretending to be Paul holds a banner saying “The word of God”.  Paul is chained up; but someone else seizes the banner and runs off with it, and all round to room, gradually more barriers spring up with other children holding them so that the Word of God is multiplying and literally running wild.  That would powerfully make the point that it’s worth enduring difficulty because whatever happens to us, the Word we believe and live by will win.      

(iii) Every day conversation
The best spontaneity is rehearsed.  Memorable responses don’t usually just come in the spur of the moment.  Try working on three interesting and sharply expressed statements or questions based around your theme sentence which could come into conversation.  E.g.:
· Suppose a conversation with a Christian friend turns to how hard they are finding it to maintain a Christian witness at home.  They are being mocked and argued against.  You could say, “I think people like Paul are an inspiration.  He found that when he endured, he didn’t lose in the end and that God’s word won, no matter what they threw against it”.    

· Suppose a conversation turns to how the church is doing.  You could say: “It seems to be going fine; but it’s hard to measure because sometimes the most faithful Churches are the ones who have to tough it out the most”.  “What do you mean?”…        
· Suppose the conversation turns to the situation of suffering.  You could say, “One of the main messages of the Bible is that God is able to work even through suffering to bring good – he did this for Jesus.”      

Of course, all of these seem contrived and mechanical when you read them on paper, and it would not be good to become robotic – simply repeating learned phrases!  However, it can be helpful to think through how what we’re learning in the Bible can be used in every day conversation.  But remember the key words the Bible gives us about speaking to non-Christians (see Matt 10:16; Colossians 4:5-6; 1 Peter 3:15-16).  They are wisdom, grace, seasoned with salt, always prepared, gentle, respectful, innocent.
Week 3 Homework

Work on either 2:14-19, 2:20-26 or 3:1-9.  Use the six faithful friends and work out a theme sentence.  Then think about how you would begin to turn this into a five minute talk, a children’s activity or for using in everyday conversation.  
Remembering the genre of the part of the Bible you are reading is important.





For example, Psalm 137:9





Or Judges 16:1





Also contains, history





Or poetry





“General” sounds a bit strange.  Better to think of these as letters by people other than Paul.  





Minor means, small books in size not importance





Introduction





What Paul is doing





Why Paul is doing this.





How this should impact Timothy





Encouragement for Timothy to do this








