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A s we approach the holiday season, many of us will 
be thinking and planning trips to visit places either 

here at home or further afield.  What will the weather be 
like?  Will the train or plane be on time?  Will we hit 
traffic jams and be late arriving?  Many questions will go 
through our minds arousing some anxiety in us.  For 
others it will be a time of relief that the exam period is 
over but also of anxiety while results are awaited.  Will I 
get the grades to go on to sixth form college or 
university?  What will happen if I don’t get the grades I 
need?  For those who are younger, there is the change of 
moving from junior school to a new secondary school 
with all its opportunities and anxieties.  Taking a holiday, 
changing schools or moving to university are all about 
change and opportunity whilst at the same time 
provoking anxiety within us.   We wonder what it will be 
like and if we will fit in and make new friends or be able 
to cope with the work.  All very normal thoughts and 
feelings. 
 
As a church we too face a change in the autumn when 
Rob retires and Rob and Di move to a new home and a 
new church.  It is a change for both them and for us.  We 
wonder how we will manage without them and what it 
will be like during the vacancy.  We have a sense of 
sadness, loss and anxiety as we face the future and Rob 
and Di will doubtless have similar feelings as we say good 
bye to each other.  We will of course celebrate their 
ministry amongst us in true St Mildred’s style with a 
party in September, at which we will enjoy good food 
and have fun together.  I do hope as many people from 
the congregation, both young and old alike, will attend 
this party and join in the fun.  This is not consigned to 
one group within the church but is for everyone without 
exception.  One way we can encourage each other to 
attend is by offering to collect people or escort people to 
and from the church so that no-one feels they cannot be 
part of this celebration.  We hope also to welcome 
people who have been part of Rob and Di’s ministry over 
the years, so we need to be there to “play host” to 
visitors as well. 
 
The people of Israel faced big changes in their 
community at several points in their life together.  One 
such point followed Moses death.  Who would lead them 
now?  Where were they to go?  Fortunately, God had 
already been training a successor to Moses in the person 
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of Joshua.  Joshua would lead the people forward 
and on across the Jordan into the land God had 
promised them.  It was all quite anxiety provoking, 
moving forward into the unknown.  God knew this, 
and he spoke to Joshua and the people and said, 
“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do 
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be 
with you wherever you go.”  God says this to each 
of us today whether we face a holiday to a new 
place, moving to a new school or university or 
facing the vacancy.  God will be with us wherever 
we go.  He will lead us on and forward; our task is 
to follow him and make sure we are where God is 
and doing the things he is doing, even as Jesus 
came to do the will of his Father who sent him.  So 
enjoy the summer, put your trust in God for what 
comes next, and he will be with us wherever we go 
and in whatever we face as individuals or as a 
church fellowship.  

Marion 

Family News 
 

From Joy, Di’s Mum: The welcome 
which I have had from the Church 
family at St. Mildred's has been so 
lovely. Cards from so many, a 
bouquet of flowers and such love and 
prayers from you all. I look forward to 
meeting you, but forgive the tears - 
they just come unwanted! 
 
Stella asks… does anyone have a large 
barbeque that I can borrow on 2 
September, please?  I promise to 
clean it properly before returning it!! 
 
 

 

THE HUMBLE HOUSE GROUP 
 

The following article appeared in New Wine magazine, 
Winter 2011, Issue  51, and was written by James Mum-
ford. 
 

A RECENT SURVEY FOUND THAT HALF THE BRITISH PUB-
LIC KNOW MORE ABOUT THE DAILY ACTIVITIES OF THEIR 
FAVOURITE CELEBRITY THAN THOSE OF THEIR 
NEIGHBOUR. JAMES MUMFORD REMINDS US HOW THE 
HUMBLE CHURCH HOUSE GROUP CAN OFFER GENUINE 
COMMUNITY AND A PLACE TO BELONG. 
 

I ’m neither a vicar nor a pastor. I’m not an ecclesiastical 
professional of any kind. My parents are pastors, but I 

can hardly be blamed for that. My wife Holly and I have 
normal jobs but we’re Christians and we go to church 
and in that church we run a small group (otherwise 
known as a ‘pastorate’, ‘cell group’, ‘house group’ or 
‘home group’). I’ve come to appreciate a number of 
things about small groups over the last year: they are 
unsexy, unglamorous, undramatic, artificial, lame, banal 
and absolutely awesome. 
 

A need for relationship 
Having been brought up in church, I know that church 
leaders are always talking about the importance of com-
munity. On the one hand we’re told, and rightly, that in 
the individualistic culture of the West, people are crying 
out for community. In an age where family breakdown is 
endemic (there are around two million families in the UK 
headed by a lone parent – almost a quarter of all families 
with children), people are looking for second families to 
compensate for the failure of their first ones. 
 

In an age in which urban life is characterised by a high 
level of transience – following jobs, moving in and out 
incessantly – people are looking for regular contact with 
the same people. In an ageing society there are huge 
levels of isolation among older people. Half of all people 
aged 75 and over live alone, with nearly half of all older 
people considering the television as their main form of 
company. In 2006 over half a million older people spent 
Christmas day alone. 
 

And in the era of online social networking sites such as 
Facebook, people are looking for real relationships. 
ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇуΧύ 
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Journey of Faith ~ Helen Robinson 

H elen was born in Epsom on 3rd May 1983. She 
has two brothers, Huw the oldest, 2 years older 

than Helen, and Bryn who is 9 years younger. At the 
time of Helen’s birth, the family lived in Epsom, but 
moved to Ashstead, an adjacent village to Epsom, 
around the time she was 3 or 4 years old. She says her 
parents have lived there ever since, apart from 1989 
for 1 year when they lived in Lexington, 
Massachusetts, USA. 
 
Helen was educated first 
in the primary at 
Stamford Green, Epsom, 
also for 1 year at Bridge 
School at Lexington, USA. 
Back in UK she went on to 
a Grammar school at 
Nonsuch High School in 
Cheam, and finally to 
University College, 
Cambridge, for her BA, 
MSc, and PhD. 
 
I asked about her 
employment? She is a 
materials scientist/
met al lurgi st /fore nsic 
materials engineer, 
looking into the cause of 
mechanical and materials 
failures i.e. she look at 
lots of broken stuff and, 
as Helen says, tries to 
work out why it broke – 
was it due to poor system 
or product design/poor 
installation/manufacturing defects/exposure to an 
aggressive environment etc. (thanks to Helen for 
explaining, much appreciated) 
 
I then asked about her Christian upbringing, and she 
told me her parents used to go to Church whilst all the 
children were sent to Sunday School when they were 
quite young,  but this faded out as the family all 
played a lot of sport, especially hockey and youth 
matches and training was on Sunday mornings. 
However, she had a best friend from her primary 
school days called Emily. Despite going to different 
secondary schools, they have always remained very 

good friends. Yes, Emily did got to church and she 
kept inviting Helen to all the socials which she went 
to, even though she didn’t go to church. Then when 
they were a bit older, she started inviting Helen to the 
evening services, knowing that wouldn’t clash with 
hockey. After the service the youth group met. She 
had many invites and eventually did go along, and 
when she got there, Emily wasn’t there. However, her 
friend Kate who Helen had met once or twice before 

was there, and got very 
excited to see Helen at 
church. Why would she 
care so much? Then she 
went along to the youth 
group and was accepted 
and welcomed in, 
particularly by Kate and 
Jim, who are now very 
good friends of Helen. 
Because of their delight at 
seeing her at church and 
their very warm welcome, 
Helen continued to go and 
gradually learnt more 
about Jesus and came to 
know him for herself. She 
can’t remember when she 
became a Christian, but 
tells me she did go up to 
the front at a Soul Survivor 
summer camp in 1998 as a 
mark of saying “Yes I 
believe”, but she had 
become a Christian prior 
to that. 
 

After she did her ‘A’ levels, she took a gap year and 
went to Malawi with a Christian charity called the 
Right Hand Trust, who had links with Anglican 
dioceses across Africa. She lived in a small house with 
no running water or electricity, with a girl called 
Verity, and they worked for the church of St. Joseph, 
Chinteche for 8 of the happiest months of her life, 
doing various things within the church. Helen was 
setting up youth groups and Bible studies, singing in 
the choir, teaching the Mother’s Union how to use 
hand powered sewing machines they had been 
donated, but didn’t know how to use – she even 
trained to be a Reader and preached in the services 
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(Helen added “perhaps a dangerous thing to admit as 
we enter a vacancy”). They also taught at Bandawe 
Girls secondary school – an hour’s walk away, where 
on arrival they had no maths or science teachers and 
they were welcomed with “Our prayers have been 
answered” and Helen was declared “Head of Maths” 
and Verity “Head of Biology”. Once back home in the 
UK she went to Cambridge University. 
 
The very first person that spoke to her there was Dan 
Robinson – they met in 2002. However, they were just 
good friends for the whole time Dan was at University 
and only started dating the September after Dan left 
‘Uni’. But she and Dan were married on 3rd October 
2009 and I’m sure many of us have very happy 
memories at that lovely wedding in St. Mildred’s. 
 
I asked Helen how she came to St. Mildred’s so she 
told me the story. Both being Christians, Dan and 
Helen worshipped at St. Barnabus church at 
Cambridge at the time she was doing her PhD. After 
church she met and was chatting to a certain young 
lady, also at Cambridge university – Miss Peto – 
otherwise known to us all as dear Lizzie. Helen asked 
Lizzie what she was going to do once she had 
graduated, Lizzie told her she was going to work for a 
church as a Careforce worker in Lee i.e. St. Mildred’s. 
Dan was living in Hither Green and was looking for a 
church nearer where he lived, as there was some 
distance for him to travel to the one he was then 
attending. So the next Sunday Helen was visiting Dan, 
and she suggested they should try out “this St. 
Mildred’s place” and they turned up the Sunday 
before Lizzie started, whilst we were all planning a 
welcome lunch for her when she arrived. 
 
Both Helen and Dan remember feeling so welcome 
with “sooo” many people coming and talking to them 
afterwards. Some say they pounced on them, but 
either way they felt at home almost straightaway. She 
said she had never been to a more friendly and 
welcoming Church. Dan has been a member ever 
since and Helen came the weekends that she was 
visiting London, and has attended regularly since she 
finished her PhD, got married and moved to Lee in 
2009. 
 
My final question was to ask what she was involved in 
apart from the worship at St. Mildred’s. Helen helps to 

lead The Grid, which she says is a fantastic group and 
is always in need of more helpers. Helen and Dan also 
host the Nameless Group. Helen is also the PCC 
Secretary, and helps out with Hot Totz as well. Stella 
has also just passed on the leadership of the 
homegroup to Dan and Helen after many years of 
leading it fabulously. If that wasn’t enough, Helen also 
plays the flute in the Church band occasionally. 
 
We are so thankful that you found St. Mildred’s, Dan 
and Helen, and you are a great blessing to us all. 
 
Thank you so much. 

 

Doris  
The Difference 

 

I got up early one morning and rushed right into 
the day 

I had so much to accomplish that I didn’t have 
time to pray 

Problems just tumbled about me and heavier 
came each task 

“Why doesn’t God help me?”, I wondered, he an-
swered “You didn’t ask” 

I wanted to see joy and beauty, but the day toiled 
on, grey and bleak 

I wondered why God didn’t show me. He said, 
“But you didn’t seek”. 

I tried to come into God’s presence, I used all my 
keys at the lock 

God gently and lovingly chided, “My child, you 
didn’t knock” 

I woke up early this morning and paused before 
entering the day 

I had so much to accomplish that I had to take 
time to pray 
 

Author unknown. 
 

Doris  
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Diary ~ July-August 2011 

  Sunday  3-Jul  10 am - Baptism Service 

      6.30 pm - Evening Worship 

      6.15 pm - Nameless Group  at 6 Danescombe (Youth Bible Study) 

       

  Monday  4-Jul  9.30 am - Morning Prayer in church  

      7 pm - Sofa Club (11-14s small group) 

       

  Tuesday  5-Jul  Homegroups meet 

       

  Wednesday  6-Jul  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

      Homegroups meet 

       

  Thursday  7-Jul  Homegroups meet 

        

  Friday  8-Jul  10.30 am - Horizon Group 

      6.30-8.00  pm - X-Stream Friday  ( 7-11 year olds) 

        

  Sunday  10-Jul  10 am - Parade Service  

      6.30 pm - Holy Communion 

      6.15 pm - Nameless Group  at 6 Danescombe (Youth Bible Study) 

       

  Monday  11-Jul  9.30 am - Morning Prayer in church  

      7 pm - The Grid (11-16s youth Group) 

       

  Wednesday  13-Jul  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

      8 pm - Prayer Meeting in the church 

       

  Friday  15-Jul  6.30-8.00 pm - X-Stream Friday  (last one before summer break) 

        

  Sunday  17-Jul  10 am - Holy Communion 

      6.30 pm - Evening Worship 

      
6.15 pm - Nameless Group (Youth Bible Study - last before summer 
break) 

        

  Monday  18-Jul  9.30 am - Morning Prayer in church  

      7 pm - Sofa Club (last before summer break) 

        

  Tuesday  19-Jul  8 pm - Leadership Support Team meets at 68 Guibal Road 

      Homegroups meet 

        

  Wednesday  20-Jul  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

      Homegroups meet 

        

  Thursday  21-Jul  Homegroups meet 

        

  Saturday  23-Jul  Mid Wessex Christian camp (9-15 year olds)  - until the 30th July 

       

  Sunday  24-Jul  10 am - Morning Worship - KoolKidZ Summer Fun begins 

      No evening service  

       

  Monday  25-Jul  9.30 am - Morning Prayer in church  
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  Wednesday  27-Jul  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

        

  Friday  29-Jul  1.30 pm - Wedding of Michael Chung and Sarah Beckford 

        

  Sunday  31-Jul  10 am - Holy Communion 

      No evening service  

        

  Wednesday  3-Aug  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

        

  Sunday  7-Aug  10 am - Holy Communion 

      No evening service  

        

  Wednesday  10-Aug  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

       

  Friday  12-Aug  No Horizon Group meeting  

       

  Sunday  14-Aug  10 am - Morning Worship 

      No evening service  

       

  Wednesday  17-Aug  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

        

  Sunday  21-Aug  10 am - Holy Communion 

      No evening service  

        

  Wednesday  24-Aug  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

       

  Sunday  28-Aug  10 am - Morning Worship - Koolkidz Summer Fun concludes 

      No evening service  

       

  Wednesday  31-Aug  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

        

  Friday  2-Sep  6.30 pm - X-Stream Leader's meeting (venue to be confirmed) 

        

  Saturday  3-Sep  1 pm - Wedding of Michael Robinson and Proscovia Nabwire 

        

  Sunday  4-Sep  10 am - Holy Communion - KoolkidZ regular restarts 

      6.30 pm - Evening Worship 

        

  Monday  5-Sep  9.30 am - Morning Prayer in church  

      8 pm - The Grid Leader's meeting (venue tbc) 

      8 pm - Prayer Ministry Team meeting 

       

  Wednesday  7-Sep  9.30 am - Midweek  Communion 

       

  Friday  9-Sep  10.30 am - Horizon Group 

      6.30-8.00  pm - X-Stream Friday  ( 7-11 year olds) 

        

  Sunday  11-Sep  10 am - Parade Service  

      6.30 pm - Holy Communion 
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Horizon Group 

 
Join us on  

Friday 8th July 2011 
from 10:30-12.30 

 

 
JOHN BECKHAM will be giving a talk 

on birds in the garden 
 

 
Usual refreshments provided. 

 
Invite along a friend, neighbour, or relative. 

 

M embers of the Horizon Group arrived  to the great 
sound of a lovely selection of old time music hall 

favourites chosen by David, our able public address sys-
tem person.  Soon we were being treated to some glori-
ous classical piano music by various composers – Bach, 
Handel, Schumann –  beautifully played by Rob. And then 
there was William. Looking very smart in his school uni-
form he played the flute, accompanied by Rob on the pi-
ano. We then knew, just as Rob  had said we would, why 
he achieved a distinction in his Grade 8 flute exam. His 
performance was brilliant and went down a storm. Well 
done, William and thank you for coming to play for us. 
Rob played some piano rags as well – modern version of – 
and finished with the soaring sounds of  variations on 
‘Now thank we all our God’ on the organ. Wonderful! 
 

We had a special birthday to celebrate too on  that second 
Friday in May. It was Dot’s 70th and Horizon Club had pro-
vided a birthday cake for the occasion. Many happy re-
turns of the day, Dot! 
 

The second Friday in June and Horizon Club was back, this 
time playing board games. There was a variety of games 
to choose from but Scrabble seemed to win hands down. 
And July? We’re having the ‘Bird Man’! 

 

Tola 
ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇоΧύ 
In the New York Review of Books last November there was 
a brilliant review by the novelist Zadie Smith of an equally 
brilliant film The Social Network. In it she performs a 
demolition-job on the whole Facebook phenomenon. So-
cial networking software, she feels, ‘explicitly encourages 
people to make weak, superficial connections with each 
other’ and to think that ‘the exchange of personal trivia is 
what “friendship” is.’ ‘We were going to live online’, she 
concludes, ‘It was going to be extraordinary. Yet what kind 
of living is this?’ 
 

Artificial but beautiful 
So we’re told about this deep cultural need for commu-
nity. And then we have the church’s answer: small groups. 
Picture (or recall) the scene. It’s a hot Tuesday night in an 
overcrowded living room. I mean, crammed full. Grown 
adults sitting on the floor without cushions. Loads of 
‘randoms’: people I’ve never met before, and (at first im-
pression) don’t much want to. A disparate collection of 

people of all different ages; a motley crew, strangely sub-
dued and, what’s more, all facing inwards in a circle! A few 
of them are striking up conversations – awkward, stilted, 
like a university Fresher’s Week, but happening every 
week!  Meanwhile, one of their number is armed with a 
guitar. And, yes, he’s going to strike up a tune, strumming 
while his sidekick/girlfriend hands out sheets of paper 
listing 18th century song lyrics mostly about the patterns 
of the stars. The debris of dinner, leftover plates, is on the 
floor, about to be stepped on. And that is supposed to be 
our answer to the culture’s cry for community! 
 

I exaggerate, of course. Yet in my experience, at face value 
small groups do often feel pretty artificial. They do seem 
banal. Yet rather than apologise for that, or pretend it is 
otherwise, I think we should celebrate it. In a celebrity 
culture the church is never more counter-cultural than 
when it breaks down into small groups midweek. For what 
happens there is definitely not dramatic, but it is pro-
found. ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇмлΧύ 
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15 Things I Learned on Holiday 

 
1. The Peak District and The Lake District are as dif-
ferent as chalk and cheese (even though one is sand-
stone). 
 
2. Two people converse, three people debate but 
four people just talk complete nonsense. (There 
were four of us on holiday.) 
 
3. As a listening experience the sound of falling wa-
ter can’t be beat.  
 
4. Even with a map and a compass you can still lose 
your way. 
 
5. The beguiling cuteness of lambs is not an obstacle 
to eating them. 
 
6. A magnificent 
rural view from top 
of a high hill is 
worth the arduous 
effort to get up 
there. Just. 
 
7.  Some people are 
more apt to be dic-
tatorial than others. 
 
8. Only a fool would 
worship nature but 
there is nothing 
against liking it a 
lot. 

9. Sometimes going down a hill is worse than going 
up a hill. 
 
10. The best pub in the world (and that includes 
Bromley) is The Packhorse in Little Longstone. 
 
 
11. The James Bond 007 Museum in Keswick has 
closed. (But thankfully the Pencil Museum is still 
open) 
 
12. Rain is not conducive to a full appreciation of 
your surroundings. (Like sadness or anxiety). 
 
13. Looking from the top of a mountain at the valley 
below does not make you feel more like God, it 
makes you like God more. 
 
14. The Bible says we are like strangers and nomads 
in this world but what a world it is to wander 
through. 
 
15. God is good. 
 
 

Henry Girling 
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ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇуΧύ 
 

Let me justify this claim 
by borrowing a series 
of similes from John 
Wimber, founder of the 
Vineyard Movement. 
Small groups provide at 
once a home, a hospi-
tal, a school and a bar-
racks. 
 

A HOME 
Paul writes to the 
church in Rome: ‘Be 
devoted to one another 
in brotherly love’ (Rom 
12: 10). The first thing 
about a family is that 
you don’t choose it. So 
I turn up on a Tuesday 
night and find myself 
thrown in among mis-
fits like myself; people 
whom in all honesty I 
wouldn’t choose to 

hang out with – people whom it takes energy to interact 
with. How many times have I come home from work on a 
Tuesday night, started getting ready to go to small group 
feeling I’d rather do anything else in the world? But I think 
about what Paul says about ‘struggling with all his (Jesus’) 
energy, which works so powerfully in me’ (Col 1:29). Be-
cause right then I don’t feel I have it in me. And I’m right: I 
don’t. I need a transfer of power. I need his energy even 
to talk to people. And yet looking back, a year and a half 
later, these same people are my friends. I love them, I 
belong to them and they belong to me. 
 

What I love about this is that it’s so different. Normally 
we flit in and out of social situations where you can ‘duck 
and run’. Someone you don’t like, someone who’s diffi-
cult or someone who offends you, you don’t have to deal 
with that; you don’t have to work through it. No. You just 
move on! Comedian Groucho Marx said, ‘I never want to 
be a member of a club that will have someone like me for 
a member.’ The church is a community which will have 
anyone as a member! 
 

Last autumn a new girl started coming to our small group. 
She was shy. I felt terrible because she’d been walking 
around trying to find the house for an hour. She was a 
midwife, newly arrived in the church and someone had 

pointed her our way. There was this really rare, poignant 
moment at the end of the evening when she said to me, 
“Thanks for having me. You know, if I’m honest I don’t 
have many friends.” This afforded me the huge privilege 
of being able to reply: “Holly and I are here every week, if 
you don’t mind hanging out with us!” So we say to people 
that we want to be their alternative family. As American 
singer-songwriter Bruce Springsteen put it in his song If I 
Should Fall Behind: ‘I’ll wait for you. And if I should fall 
behind, wait for me.’ 
 

A HOSPITAL 
Recently I’ve been trying to picture myself in the famous 
scene which occurs, according to Mark, right at the begin-
ning of Jesus’ ministry: ‘Since they could not get him to 
Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the 
roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered 
the mat the paralysed man was lying on’ (Mark 2:4). 
 

I imagine myself sitting on the floor inside the house. But 
as I’m listening to Jesus, suddenly there’s a gentle rubbing 
sound which distracts me. And then above Jesus’ head I 
see sawdust drifting down. Suddenly I see a streak of day-
light. I watch as the roof is ‘dug’ open and a man on a 
mattress is lowered down.  
(Continued on the Back Page) 
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Who to Contact in St Mildred's  
 

Vicar 
Rob Shimwell  020-8857-5205 
   (day off Friday) 
 

Honorary Curate 
Marion Barber  020-8690-6035 
 

Readers 
Stella Mitchell  020-8463-0198 
David Nicholls  020-8851-9227 
Kay Nicholls  020-8851-9227 
 

¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ²ƻǊƪŜǊ 
Lizzie Peto   07834-807305 
   020-8265-9428 
    

Churchwardens  
Charlie Green  020-8461-0416 
Iris Gibbs   020-8297-0758 
 

PCC Secretary 
Helen Robinson  020-8857-7227 
 

Parish Safeguarding Officers 
Marion Barber  020-8690-6035 
Iris Gibbs   020-8297-0758 
Di Shimwell (CRB checks) 020-8857-5205 
 
Prayer, Healing Ministry 
Pauline Leslie  020-8697-3962 
 

Keyboard/Band 
Marion Barber  020-8690-6035 
Stella Mitchell  020-8463-0198 
Janice Nash  020-8857-5141 
Matt Shimwell (Band) 020-8857-7227 
 

Homegroup Co-ordinators 
Andrew Rogers  020-8355-1413 
Alison Coutts  020-8698-8495 
Paul Nicolson  020-8302-6541 
 

20s and 30s 
Jo Beckford  020-8425-2025 
 

Parents & Toddlers 
Kay Nicholls  020-8851-9227 
 

PCC Treasurer 
Janet Lynch  020-8698-0723 
 

Covenants etc 
Chris Coutts  020-8698-8495 
 

Koolkidz 
Barbara Page  020-8778-8842 
Angela Hedges  020-8516-3170 
 

Hot Totz 
Carol Bates  020-8857-0465 
 

Fair Trade 
Lesley Cooper  020-8319-3165 
 

Guides 
Alison Glenn  020-8300-2908 
 

Brownies 
Denise Stone  01689 869 308 
 

Rainbows 
Karon Fowler  020-8318-4270 
 

Scouts 
Martin Butcher  020-8698-6139 
 

Cubs 
David Brooks  020-8852-8359 
   or 07785 117570 
Beavers 
Sally Henry  07747 086 918 
 

Directory Amendments 
Pat Hutchins  020-8473-4579 

 
ό/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇмлΧύ 
Talk about making an entrance! Yet even more than the paralysed man 
I’d be trying to catch a glimpse of the faces of the people lowering him 
in from the roof. ‘Who are these guys? Who would go to such lengths 
to bring their friend to Jesus?’ Small groups are supposed to be places 
where you use all your creativity to find ways of bringing your friends 
to Jesus to be restored and healed. A small group is supposed to be a 
hospital. 
 

Don’t conjure up images of A&E departments, however. For most of 
the time the kind of healing and restoration which happens over the 
course of many, many weeks in a small group is, again, not dramatic 
but profound. Sometimes I think the danger of charismatic ministry is 
that we think about spiritual growth on the model of physical healing. 
That is, we think that the miraculous equals the instantaneous. Cer-
tainly, I believe there are key moments – miracles and healings and 
encounters with the Holy Spirit – but I also think that a lot of healing 
takes time, the kind of time which a small group, and only a small 
group, affords. In my life at least the most profound and lasting change 
is happening slowly, imperceptibly, in community. 
 

A SCHOOL 
Small groups are, crucially, about intellectual recalibration. Paul says, 
again in Colossians, ‘Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you 
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom’ (Col 3: 16). Interest-
ingly, the implication of what he says is that teaching and preaching 
(applying ‘the word of Christ’ to the multitudinous situations we find 
ourselves in) isn’t supposed to be the sole prerogative of vicars/
pastors. As Christians we are all called to ‘teach and admonish one an-
other with all wisdom’, all called to unpack the scriptures. In our small 
group we share the teaching and we open up discussion. As well as 
worshipping together and praying for each other we are called to think 
together. So we spend Tuesday nights debating and thrashing out what 
it means to follow Jesus in our moment and in our context. 
 

A BARRACKS 
In his famous book The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis talks about the 
church constituting a very real threat to the devil: ‘the Church as we 
see her spread out through all time and space and rooted in eternity, 
terrible as an army with banners.’ 
 

One thing our small group (or battalion) has just started doing is serving 
our local community. Two weeks ago we visited a local care home. In a 
society fixated on youth, the 420,000 care home residents in Britain 
(four times the number of hospital beds, five times the number of pris-
oners) are among the oldest, frailest, most dependent and often most 
isolated people. It was there we were given the opportunity to fulfil our 
commission. Talk about the banal and unsexy – a group of Christians 
putting on a tea party for care home residents. It was awkward and a 
little artificial, but it was amazing. 
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ {ǘΦ aƛƭŘǊŜŘΩǎ ƘƻƳŜƎǊƻǳǇΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 
one of the coordinators listed on the right side of this page. 


