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òPraise be to the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resur-

rection of Jesus Christ from the dead.ó 

(1 Peter 1:3) 

 

As we celebrate the joy of Easter, Peterõs 

words are greatly encouraging. Easter is not 

merely a commemoration of a past event; it is 

the celebration of a òliving hopeó anchored in 

the reality of the resurrection of Jesus.  

Peter wrote to praise God because the resur-

rection crowned a victory that secured an 

"imperishable, undefiled, and unfading in-

heritance" kept in heaven for us. Our hope is 

described as òlivingó because it is not a static 

wish, but a spiritual reality that grows and in-

creases in strength year by year as we ma-

ture in faith.  

 

As a church, we find ourselves at a transition-

al moment this year. Like all Christians, we 

are called to recognise that we are "chosen 

sojourners," whose true homeland is heaven, 

yet who are tasked with declaring Godõs ex-

cellencies here on earth.  

 

Since December, we have witnessed the 

gathering pace of the construction phase of 

our new hall. We have watched the car park 
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fill with vehicles, the chapel turn dark 

with development and the building site 

become a great crater of mud! We cele-

brate the physical progress being made.  

 

However, as our PCC discussed during 

our recent Away Day in February, we are 

beginning to shift our focus from the con-

struction phase to the mission phase. This 

new facility is not merely an architectural 

replacement for a dilapidated building; it 

is a strategic tool for mission. We are 

moving from a season of delivering a pro-

ject to one of stewarding a missional facil-

ity. 

 

When we look at the new hall, what do we 

see? At the Away Day, the PCC envi-

sioned the midweek buzz of a community 

hub. We see an airy, sun -drenched space 

filled with the smell of coffee, where 

church members and our neighbours 

mingle naturally.  

 

In all the activities that take place in our 

new hall, our overarching priority is fruit 

over footfall. We are not merely looking 

for well -managed diaries or a busy build-

ing; we are praying for baptisms, new 

steps of faith, and the creation of deep re-

lationships of trust where the movement 

of the Holy Spirit is apparent.  

 

Peter reminds us that, as we "come to 

him, a living stone," we ourselves are 

"being built like living stones into a spir-

itual house" (1 Peter 2:4 -5). This "spiritual 

house" is the church, and each one of us 

has received a gift from Godõs varied 

grace to employ for the benefit of others.  

 

In May we will have a Church Vision Day 

and AGM, and I want to invite all of us to 

come along and find out how we can be 

active participants in making this vision a 

reality. Serving is an essential part of our 

worship. The "living hope" we have in the 

resurrected Christ prompts us to reorder 

our priorities according to Godõs call and 

to courageously serve him for the sake of 

the gospel.  

 

Easter tells us that the "end of all things is 

at hand" (1 Peter 4:7) - meaning that all 

the major acts in God's drama of redemp-

tion have been completed except the 

bringing in of all people who will be 

saved and the return of Christ. We now 

live in the great age of hope. Let us, 

therefore, "be alert and of sober mind" 

and prepare for the work ahead, expect-

ing that the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus 

from the dead will empower us to serve 

Lee for generations to come.  

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our 

Lord Jesus Christ! Let us stand fast in His 

grace as we enter this new season togeth-

er. Amen.  

Tom Lake - Vicar  
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Worship 

When Jesus is asked in Matthew 22:36 

òWhat is the greatest commandment of 

all?ó He replies: òLove the Lord your 
God with all your heart, with all your 

soul and with all your mindó (quoting 

Deuteronomy 6:5). This answer lays the 

foundation for true worship of the Fa-

ther. We are to express our love to Him 

with everything that we are. Worship 

must be total, focussed, devoted and 

whole -hearted. There can be no room 
for any rivals. òYou shall have no other 

gods but me,ó (Exodus 20:3). This wor-

ship will not just be sung, spoken or 

shouted, it will involve obedience to all 

that the Lord commands.  

 

The second commandment is to love 

our neighbours as ourselves, (Matthew 

22:39) and it flows out of the same Spir-

itual stream of worship, love and sub-

mission as is involved in the first. Both 

Old and New Testaments are full of 

challenges to shallow, formal or hypo-

critical òreligionó. òThese people wor-

ship me with their lips but their hearts 

are far from meó (Mark7:6-7 quoting 

Isaiah 29:13). Paul reminds us in Ro-

mans 13 :10 that òLove does no harm to 

oneõs neighbour, because Love is the 

fulfilling of the Law.ó The profound Love 

which we have received from God in 

mercy, grace, peace and forgiveness 

should instinctively flow back to Him in 

deep gratitude and appreciation and 

then overflow to our fellow beings, 

(whether Christians or not) with the 

same generosity as we have received.  

 

As we study the Ten Commandments in 

Exodus 20 we see that Liberty precedes 

Legislation. It is only after the people 

have been delivered from poverty and 

slavery ð after all the dreadful plagues 

upon Egypt, the ruin of their agricul-

ture, the judgement on all their gods, 

the death of their first born and the total 

loss of their army in the Red Sea ð only 
after all this evidence of Godõs amazing 

love and liberation does the Lord begin 

to give Moses the legislation which will 

allow His people to live under His good 

pleasure, as individuals, as families and 

as a nation. Only then are they instruct-

ed concerning worship, sacrifice and 

personal holiness and obedience.  

 

They did not have to òget goodó to òget 

deliveredó, any more than a Christian 

can possibly earn their way into Godõs 

Holy Kingdom. The bad news is that our 
good  works cannot get us into the King-

dom ð the good news is that our bad 

deeds do not have to keep us out of it! 

We seek deeper, purer worship, not to 

earn our way into Godõs good books, 

but to express joy, wonder and pro-

found gratitude that He should be con-

cerned about people like us! As has 
been said so often, grace is quite liter-

ally Godõs Riches At Christõs Expense. It 

is not so much what we do for Him as 
what He has done for us. His sacrifice is 

all providing and all pervasive for any 

who will respond.  

 

Worship however, along with faith, is 

the major factor in a right response. 

True worship needs to operate òon 

earth as it does in Heavenó. In Heaven 

worship is non -stop. Angelic beings 

were flat on their faces singing òHoly, 

Holy, Holy,ó 2000 years ago when John 

wrote down what he saw in Revelation 
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chapter 4. Nothing in Scripture sug-

gests that they have stopped! These 

Heavenly Beings (who must obviously 

be infinitely more holy than we are) 

cannot even look at the Holiness of the 

Lord ð which is why they lie prostrate 

before Him (Revelation 4:10). They are 

not singing about how joyful they feel 

or how privileged they are to be so 

close to His Throne, no, they are entire-

ly focussed on the Person of the Holy 

One. They praise Him for the details of 

Creation (v11) and in chapter 5:9 -10 

they sing of Jesus the sacrificial Lamb ð 

the One who died and rose again, the 

One who initiates the New Creation. If 

we can enter this kind of worship expe-

rience which is infinite in depth and du-

ration then as we get a glimpse of eter-

nity, we also will not want to stop!  

 

Since this Worship in Heaven is associ-

ated with an infinite appreciation of all 

that God is and all that He has done ð 

what His vast resources are and what 

His strategy is ð we can see a different 

approach to prayer.  

 

Usually in prayer we are in a particular 

situation, we are only too aware of the 

circumstances around us or the prob-

lems we face. If only we can arrive at 

this Heavenly position as we pray and 

worship in Spirit and in Truth, we can 

reach out in faith to our all -providing 

Lord. In some sense we can be in His 

Throne-room by faith, engaging with 

the One who is so much greater than 

the circumstances. He is never òunderó 

the circumstances, He can only ever be 

òoveró them! In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 we 

are told to òGive thanks in all circum-

stances.ó And in Ephesians 2 Paul re-

veals the foundations on which this can 

be done, òGod who is rich in mercy, 
made us alive with  Christ even when 

we were dead in transgressions ð (it is 

by Grace that you have been saved) ð 
and God raised us up with Christ and 

seated us with Him in the heavenly 

realms in Christ Jesusó (Ephesians 2:4-

6). 

 

This is truly mind ðblowing stuff! Yet it is 

entirely practical. It speaks to our pre-

sent situation engaged as we are in the 

building of the new Hall. There is so 

much evidence of the Lordõs provision 

so far, there is so much sense of how 

much more needs to come and we have 

no one else to turn to but Him ð the one 

who is over the circumstances, the One 

who calls us close to Him in worship, 

close enough to hear what He is saying, 

in terms of promises, provisions and in-

structions. As we seek to give Him the 

praises He deserves, the more we need 

to remain humble before Him, lifting 

Him over every aspect of our lives and 

surrendering ourselves to His purpos-

es. 

 
 

    òWorship the Lord in the 

splendour of His Holinessé 

     Splendour and majesty 

are before Him; Strength 

and Glory are in  

 His Sanctuaryó  

 
Psalm 96 verse 9.  

                        

 

                 David Nicholls  
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.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΗ 

 

Our contractors, Coleman & James, completed temporary works 

in the chapel shortly before Christmas, then commenced con-

struction on site on 5 th January.  After 10 weeks, we are seeing 

exciting progress. Those who remember the old hall will see 

that the site now looks very different!  

Protection to chapel:  inside 

 

Protection to chapel:   outside 

 

Site preparation:

 

Excavation at rear: 

 

Excavation to match church floor level: 

                                         



 April - May 26 

www.stmildreds.org 7 

Looking forward:  the foundation structures are due to be laid in 

the coming weeks, and after Easter we will begin to see the 

building taking shape.  

Piling machine on site: 

 

Piling machine in action: 

 

Smaller piling rig for sensitive locations: 

 

Piling line outside vestry door: 

 

Installation of drainage pump: 

 

Installation of retaining posts: 
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ìcE Шì Å~ШÉÂ 9EШ~EÑШ 
ћ]féEШÑ§Ш]§Ш]ÅEE ќг 

 

fќůШƚƨƖĲШǃŸƨШƖĲůĲůĤĲƖШƣőĲШ]ŔƻĲШÑŸШ]ŸШ]ƖĲĲŰШы]Ñ]]ьШŉƨŰĬƖċŔƚŔŰŊШƽĲШĬŔĬШċƣШƣőĲШĲŰĬШŸŉШΞΜΞΠЮШШ
xċƨŰĦőŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШċШĬĲũŔĦŔŸƨƚШĤƖĲċťŉċƚƣШċŰĬШǯŰŔƚőŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШƣőĲШ9őƖŔƚƣůċƚШ9ċƖƻĲƖǃЯШƽĲШƖċŔƚĲĬШ
ұΝΜЯΜΜΜЯШƽőŔĦőШƽċƚШůċƣĦőШŉƨŰĬĲĬШĤǃШ]Ñ]]ШċŰĬШĲŰċĤũĲĬШƨƚШƣŸШőċƻĲШƣőĲШƚŸƨƣőШċŔƚũĲШƖŸŸŉШŔŰƚƨũċƣр
ĲĬЮШÑőŔƚШƽċƚШĤǃШƽċǃШŸŉШƓƖĲƓċƖċƣŔŸŰШŉŸƖШƣőĲШƚŸũċƖШƓċŰĲũШŔŰƚƣċũũċƣŔŸŰЯШƽőŔĦőШƽŔũũШőċƓƓĲŰШċƚШƓċƖƣШŸŉШ
ƣőĲШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣЮШ 
 
ÑőċŰťШǃŸƨЯШċŊċŔŰЯШƣŸШĲƻĲƖǃŸŰĲШƽőŸШĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲĬШŔŰШƚƨĦőШċШƽŔĬĲШƻċƖŔĲƣǃШŸŉШƽċǃƚШтШĦŸŸťŔŰŊЯШĤċťŔŰŊЯШ
ƽċƚőŔŰŊШƨƓЯШĤƨǃŔŰŊШċŰĬШĬŸŰċƣŔŰŊШƣŸШŰċůĲШĤƨƣШċШŉĲƽЮШÑőĲШŔŰƚƨũċƣŔŸŰШƽċƚШĦŸůƓũĲƣĲĬШũċƚƣШƚƨůůĲƖШ
ċŰĬШĤĲũŸƽШǃŸƨШĦċŰШƚĲĲШƚŸůĲШŸŉШƣőĲШћƓƖŸŊƖĲƚƚќШƓŔĦƣƨƖĲƚЮШ 
 
ÑőĲШ]Ñ]]ШůċƣĦő-ŉƨŰĬŔŰŊШŸƓƓŸƖƣƨŰŔƣǃШƽċƚШƓċƖƣШŸŉШċШƓŔũŸƣШċĦƖŸƚƚШƚŔǂШ?ŔŸĦĲƚĲƚШŔŰШEŰŊũċŰĬЯШċŰĬШŔƣШ
ƽċƚШƚƨĦőШċШƚƨĦĦĲƚƚШƣőċƣШŔƣШŔƚШĤĲŔŰŊШƖŸũũĲĬШŸƨƣШŰċƣŔŸŰċũũǃЯШŉƖŸůШ~ċǃШƣőŔƚШǃĲċƖЮШ7ĲШċƚƚƨƖĲĬШƽĲќũũШĤĲШ
ċƓƓũǃŔŰŊШŉŸƖШċŰŸƣőĲƖШůċƣĦőШŉƨŰĬĲĬШŊƖċŰƣШƣőċƣШƽŔũũШĲŰċĤũĲШƨƚШƣŸШŔůƓƖŸƻĲШŸƨƖШĦċƖĤŸŰШŉŸŸƣƓƖŔŰƣЮШfŰШ
ƣőĲШůĲċŰƣŔůĲЯШ]ƖċĦĲШcċƖĬŔŰŊőċůЯШŉƖŸůШ]Ñ]]ЯШƻŔƚŔƣĲĬШìċƖůШÉƓċĦĲШŔŰШĲċƖũǃШ~ċƖĦőЯШċƚШƣőĲШ
9őƨƖĦőШŸŉШEŰŊũċŰĬШŔƚШƓƖŸĬƨĦŔŰŊШċШƓƖŸůŸƣŔŸŰċũШƻŔĬĲŸШŉŸƖШƣőĲШŰċƣŔŸŰċũШƖŸũũŸƨƣЮШ]ƖċĦĲШƚƓĲŰƣШƣőĲШ
ůŸƖŰŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШƨƚШċŰĬШőĲƖШƻŔĬĲŸŊƖċƓőĲƖЯШÅŸĤŔŰЯШċŰĬШfќůШőŸƓŔŰŊШƣőĲƖĲШƽŔũũШĤĲШċШŉĲƽШĦũŔƓƚШƣőċƣШĦċŰШ
ĦŸŰƣƖŔĤƨƣĲШƣŸШƣőĲШƻŔĬĲŸШċŰĬШƓƖŸůŸƣŔŰŊШ]Ñ]]ЮШ 
 
fќůШŊƖċƣĲŉƨũШƣŸШƣőĲШìċƖůШÉƓċĦĲШƣĲċůШƽőŸШƽĲƖĲШƻĲƖǃШƽĲũĦŸůŔŰŊЯШċŰĬШǃŸƨШƽŸŰќƣШĤĲШƚƨƖƓƖŔƚĲĬШƣŸШ
őĲċƖШƣőċƣШsĲŰŰǃќƚШũĲůŸŰШĬƖŔǍǍũĲШĦċťĲШƽċƚШǯũůĲĬЮШfШőċĬШĲǂƓũċŔŰĲĬШƣőċƣШÉƣЮШ~ŔũĬƖĲĬќƚШŔƚШŰĲƻĲƖШ
ťŰŸƽŔŰŊũǃШƨŰĬĲƖ-ĦċƣĲƖĲĬг 
 
ƚШƽĲШĦŸŰƣŔŰƨĲШŉƨŰĬ-ƖċŔƚŔŰŊШŉŸƖШƣőĲШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШƓƖŸŢĲĦƣШċŰĬШċƚШ]Ñ]]ШƓƖĲƓċƖĲƚШƣŸШũċƨŰĦőШŔŰШ~ċǃЯШ

ƓũĲċƚĲШĬŸШƓƖċǃШŉŸƖШ]ƖċĦĲШċŰĬШőĲƖШƣĲċůЯШċƚШƽĲũũШċƚШŸƣőĲƖШĦőƨƖĦőĲƚШƽőŸШƽŔũũШĤĲШċĤũĲШƣŸШĤĲŰĲǯƣШ
ŉƖŸůШůċƣĦő-ŉƨŰĬŔŰŊШċƚШƓċƖƣШŸŉШƣőĲŔƖШĦċƖĤŸŰШĦƨƣƣŔŰŊШċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚЮ 

ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШÅĲƻЮШ?ċƓőŰĲШ9ũŔŉƣŸŰШ-Шы ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣШ~ŔŰŔƚƣĲƖь 

Grace and Daphne on 

filming day  

South Aisle roof                      

complete  

South aisle roof - during  
insulation installation  
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Encountering God through Creation  
 

 

Submerging her shoulders in near -freezing water, the swimmerõs ôOo-oo-

oohsõ and ôAa-a-a-ahsõ sing-songed through the crisp, winter air. The an-

cient practice of swimming in open water surged during the Covid pan-

demic in the UK - I shiver just thinking about it! But the words of another 

rosy -cheeked wild swimmer captured my imagination: òWeõre outside, 

connecting with nature. Once youõre in there, you can sigh so, so deeply. 

We always look for the kingfisher . . . Itõs lovely.ó  
 

Connecting with nature, suggests the Psalmist, heightens our awareness 

of God. Creation declares the truth and beauty of its Creator ( Psalm 19:1). 

Day and night, the skies display Godõs glorious majesty: òtheir voice goes 

out into all the earthó (v 2-4). And just as the radiant light of the sun touch-

es all, no one is hidden from Godõs loving care - a care displayed 

throughout His created world ( v 4-6).  

 

Wherever we are, we can all connect with God through nature - even by 

gazing out of the window at the sky, opening our hearts to His revelations. 

Listening to birdsong stills our racing thoughts, inviting His restoration. 

Appreciating Godõs sunset brushstrokes on our homeward commute re-

assures us of His presence. Seasonal changes prompt thoughts of what 

God is nurturing within us. A daisy prising its way through tarmac prom-

ises that we can fulfil our God -given potential, despite apparent obsta-

cles.  

 

Endless gifts in creation are ours to receive from God today. Amazing!  

 

Reflect and Pray 

 

In what ways has God used nature to convey His love, presence or in-

spiration to you in the past? Why not pause, take a deep breath and 

enjoy meeting with God in His creation today?  

Creator God, thank You for the gift of this world to help me to know You bet-

ter. 

Anne Le Tissier 

 

Used with permission Encountering God Through Creation  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+19%3A1&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+19%3A2%E2%80%934&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+19%3A4%E2%80%936&version=NIVUK
https://www.odbm.org/en-GB/devotional/devotional-category/encountering-god-through-creation?ts=1678752000000
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Miranda Hart's diagnosis of the unseen 

 

Beyond a medical illness she's on to something supernatural. 
 
Belle Tindall-Riley Belle is the staff writer at Seen & Unseen and co-host of its Re-Enchanting podcast. 
 

There I was, standing in the book aisle with a choice before me. One that would dictate my mental state 
for the week ahead: I could pick up Boris Johnsonôs hotly anticipated autobiography (although, at Ã30, 
it would mean putting the bottle of wine in my basket back on the shelf) or I could choose Miranda 
Hartôs latest literary offering.   
 
Externally, all seemed calm. Internally, an almighty battle of the books was raging within me. The price 
of Borisô ruled out the option of buying both. So, which should I pick? Whose voice should I invite to 
live inside my brain for the next five days? Both books were offering me a cultural bandwagon to hop 
on, I just had to decide which wagon looked like the better option.   
Borisé Mirandaé Borisé Mirandaé Borisé Mirandaé   
 
After some intense deliberation, I popped BoJoôs memoir back on the shelf and became the proud own-
er of Miranda Hartôs new book. And I must admit, after hearing from friends who chose Boris to be the 
victor of their own battle of the books, I am very happy with my decision.   
 
Miranda Hart, the deeply beloved comic actor, sit-com writer, and stand-up comedian, hasnôt been en-
tirely honest with us. For decades, she has been suffering with what she now knows to be Lyme Dis-
ease. In her book, she draws back the curtain and reveals a lifetime worth of suffering with illness after 
illness ï bronchitis, tonsillitis, pericarditis, gastroenteritis, labyrinthitis ï as Miranda succinctly puts it, 
ótoo many itisesô. Despite illness being her bodyôs default state, Miranda kept calm(ish) and kept on. 
That is, until around a decade ago when her symptoms became simply unbearable.   
 
She tells the story of collapsing onto her living room floor, extreme fatigue rendering her utterly unable 
to pick herself up. This was the beginning of months of being bedbound and years of having to press 
pause on her life. Miranda recalls how she wept with relief at being able to crawl to the bathroom, of 
how she had to watch the television with sunglasses on because of neurological symptoms, and how she 
would ólook at a cup of tea on the table and wonder if I had the strength to take a sipô.  She also paints 
a terrifying picture of not being believed - of living with an illness that nobody can understand, of suf-
fering with symptoms that have no explanation. Miranda contracted Lyme Disease when she was four-
teen and had it diagnosed when she was in her forties.   
 
It seems that Miranda Hart is trusting that all that she can see is not all that there is ï that her 
suffering is not the truest thing about her and that she doesnôt need to be the source of all of her 
healing.  
 
For those with no experience of living with a chronic illness, Mirandaôs honesty will open your eyes to 
the pain and frustration that comes with your body not allowing you to live the life you crave. If you do 
have experience of chronic illness, this book will make you feel seen.  
 
But, alas, this is Miranda Hart weôre talking about. If youôre looking for a woe-is-me book, this isnôt it 
(maybe youôd have more luck trying Boris?). This book is brimming with:   
 
A) End-of-chapter dance breaks  
B) Jokes about wind (obviously)   
C) Theology  
 
I kid you not.   
 
Each of her chapters outline a ótreasureô that she has found in the depth of her suffering, the 
ówatchwordsô that she uses to encapsulate these treasures are: love, faithfulness, peace, self-control, 
kindness, goodness, joy, gentleness and patience.   

https://www.seenandunseen.com/contributors/belle-tindall-riley
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I got to chapter four of the book and had myself a real ï óhang on a minuteéô - moment. As a Chris-
tian, Iôve grown up with another way of grouping those words together: I call them óthe fruits of the 
Spiritô.  
 
By chapter five I was convinced: Miranda Hart has released a spiritual book.   
She has, quite excellently, trojan-horsed a bunch of Bible into the Sunday Times best-sellerôs chart. And 
nobody seems to have noticed, I almost feel a little guilty for outing her. All the book reviews Iôve read 
note the hard-won warmth and wisdom included in this book (both of which are there, by the way) and 
conclude that it is a truly lovely self-help manual. And thatôs where theyôre wrong.   
This is precisely not self-help.   
 
In fact, I get the subtle sense that the self-help industry is one that irks Miranda a little bit, and under-
standably so ï the idea that we can ice-bath ourselves into wellness must sound odd to someone who 
canôt pick themselves up off their living room floor. So, Iôll say it again: self-help is not what this book 
is.   
 
Instead, it seems that Miranda Hart is trusting that all that she can see is not all that there is ï that her 
suffering is not the truest thing about her and that she doesnôt need to be the source of all of her healing. 
She mentions, again and again, that the truest thing about her (and us, her 'Dear Reader Chums') is that 
she, and we, are loved. Deeply, unconditionally, unshakably loved. We havenôt earnt it and therefore 
canôt lose it. In her darkest moments, she had lost everything ï her career, her social life, her home, her 
hopes and dreams - but she never lost that love. Everything else she has to say in the book flows from 
that belief.   
 
I happen to think sheôs dead right ï but that is, undeniably, a faith statement. This book is built upon 
them.   
 
And listen, you could read this lovely book ï giggle and weep your way through it ï without ever 
sensing anything supernatural within it. But, make no mistake, there is the supernatural within 
it.  
 
What Miranda has affectionately called her ótreasuresô and the Bible calls óthe fruits of the Spiritô are 
just that; theyôre what grow when one lives a life informed by and infused with Godôs spirit. Theyôre 
the tangible symptoms of putting yourself in Godôs presence, of keeping company with him. They are 
him rubbing off on us.   
 
What Iôm trying to get at is this: these ófruitsô, theyôre seen in us, but theyôre all God. Theyôre not the 
fruits of the self and so the way to obtain them cannot be self-help.   
Miranda obviously appreciates that belief in any divine/supernatural/transcendent thing can be com-
plex, that the notion of ógodô can come with baggage, and religion can be an all-out no-no. And so, she 
is incredibly subtle with what she has to say. This book is not self-help, but itôs not evangelism either. 
She uses her beloved óistsô (phycologists, neurologists, sociologists etc.) to unpack the 
ótreasuresô/ôfruitsô, showing how recent research and ancient religion have many of the same things to 
say.   
 
And listen, you could read this lovely book ï giggle and weep your way through it ï without ever sens-
ing anything supernatural within it. But, make no mistake, there is the supernatural within it. From the 
opening page to the closing one, Godôs there, hidden in plain sight.   
I really am unspeakably glad I didnôt pick Boris.  
 

 

 

Used with permission of The London institute for Contemporary Christianity http://www.licc.org.uk/ 
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Diary ~ April  2026 
    

Wednesday    1 9.45am Daytime Home Group  

    11am-3pm  Warm Welcome Space  

                                                8pm Home Group  

 

Thursday    2 8pm Home Group  

    8pm Maundy  Thursday Holy Communion  

 

Friday                3 2pm An Hour at the Cross  

 

Saturday   4 10am-12.30pm Easter Fun Day 

 

Sunday    5 6am Sunrise Service and Breakfast  

              10am Easter Sunday All Age Holy Communion  

              

Wednesday               8 11am-3pm  Refresh@WWS                                                                                      

    8pm Prayer Meeting  

 

Friday               10 9am Prayer Meeting  

 

Sunday   12 10am All Age Worship  

     

Monday   13 9am Prayer Meeting   

 

Tuesday  14 Parent and Toddlers  

    8pm Home Group  

     

Wednesday              15 9.45am Daytime Home Group  

                11am-3pm  Warm Welcome Space  

                                                8pm Home Group  

 

Thursday   16 8pm  Home Group  

 

Friday   17 9am Prayer Meeting  

 

Sunday   19 10am Holy Communion  

    10.30am Kool Kidz 

    6pm Sunday@six  

 

Monday   20 9am Prayer Meeting  

 

Tuesday  21 Parent and Toddlers  

     

Wednesday              22 11am-3pm  Warm Welcome Space  

     8pm Prayer Meeting  

 

Friday   24 9am Prayer Meeting  
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Sunday   26 10am Morning Worship  

    10.30am Kool Kidz 

    6pm Sunday@six  

  

Monday   27 9am Prayer Meeting  

 

Tuesday  28 Parent and Toddlers                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

    8pm Home Group  

 

Wednesday              29 11am-3pm  Warm Welcome Space                                                                           

    8pm Home Group  

 

Thursday   30 6pm Menõs Night Out       

    8pm Home Group  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday               1 9am Prayer Meeting  

 

Sunday   3 10am Holy Communion  

    10.30am Kool Kidz 

    6pm Sunday@six   

    

Tuesday  5 Parent and Toddlers  

     

Wednesday              6 9.45am Daytime Home Group  

    11am-3pm  Warm Welcome Space  

     8pm Prayer Meeting  

 

Friday   8 9am Prayer Meeting  

 

Sunday   10 10am All Age Worship  

    6pm Sunday@six  

 

Monday   11 9am Prayer Meeting  

  

Tuesday  12 Parent and Toddlers                                                                                       

               8pm Home Group  

 

Wednesday              13 11am-3pm  Refresh@WWS                                                                                      

    8pm Home Group  

 

Thursday   14 8pm Home Group  

 
Friday               15 9am Prayer Meeting  

 

 

Diary ~ May 2026 
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Diary ~ May 2026 

 
 
 

A Parish Conversation 
with the Archdeacon 
Chigor Chike                

and Deputy Diocesan 
Safeguarding Officer 
Rebecca OôNeill 

took place 24th March 
with our PCC  
members. 

 
For more information about Parish conver-
sations: Parish Conversations - The Diocese 

of Southwark  
 

 

Sunday  17 10am Holy Communion  

    10.30am Kool Kidz 

    6pm Sunday@six  

  

Monday   18 9am Prayer Meeting  

  

Tuesday  19 Parent and Toddlers                                                                                      

 

Wednesday              20 9.45am Daytime Home Group  

               11am-3pm  Warm Welcome Space  

                                                8pm Prayer Meeting  

 

Friday               22 9am Prayer Meeting  

 

Sunday   24 10am Morning Worship  

     

Tuesday  26 8pm Home Group   

  

Wednesday              27 11am-3pm Warm Welcome Space                                                                            

    8pm Home Group  

 

Thursday   28 8pm Home Group        

                          6pm Menõs Night Out 

 

Friday               29 9am Prayer Meeting  

 

Sunday   31 10am Morning Worship  

    10.30am Kool Kidz 
 

 

https://southwark.anglican.org/support/for-our-churches/parish-conversations/
https://southwark.anglican.org/support/for-our-churches/parish-conversations/
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Prayer  
Page 

Lord God, we bring to You those who 

feel utterly crushed by the traumas of 

life and death; may Your sure and cer-

tain presence inspire trust and hope . 

Lord God , we bring to You all who 

are in pain or in distress; lonely,  

 afflicted or isolated.  

 May Your healing presence bring 

comfort, counsel and light.  

We pray for all those prayerfully preparing for 

Easter Services and Fun Day . We ask that You 

will bring blessing to all who attend over Easter.  

Lord God , we bring to you all who are 

brought low, bowed down or forsak-

en; may your saving presence  

fill them with new strength . 

Lord God, we bring to you this day 

the heavy burden of our broken 

world, riven with conflict  

 and torn apart by sin.  

May all seek and receive  

           Your gift of peace.   

òForsake me not  

O Lord, be not far 

from me, O my God.ó 
 

Psalm 38:21  

Eternal God, comfort of the afflicted 

and healer of the broken,  

 teach us the ways of gentleness 

and peace that all the world may 

acknowledge the Kingdom of your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

We pray for all young people facing exams and 

decisions about the next steps in their lives.  

We thank you Lord that,  

 ôYou work for the good of those who love You, 

who have been called according  

 to Your purpose.  

Lord God, you know our desires, 

our pains and longings, do not leave 

us in our time of trial but help us and 

save us this day and always.  

Church Vision Day  

We pray that You prepare our hearts and minds 

to receive from You Your vision for the church 

community we give thanks for.  

òAnd the glory of the  LORD  will be revealed,  and all people 

will see it together.  For the mouth of the  LORD  has spoken.ó 

 

Isaiah 40:5  

We enter His gates with  

thanksgiving in our hearts.  

We ask Lord that we look to You from where our 

help comes from and give thanks to You for the 

gift of Your salvation.  

Keiko  

Please, pray for my mum and sister in Japan - 

that God will prepare a highway for them to 

come to know Him, His Love and His church!  

Removing all obstacles, so softening their hearts, 

and revealing His peace and joy to them.  

We pray for all attending Alpha , that they will 

know that You are with them in all their sessions.  

We thank you Lord for all we have 

considered during the Lent Course.  

òSince we live by the Spirit, 

Let us keep in step  

 with the Spirit.ó 
Galatians 5:25  
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Imagine the impact of a Christian Landmark 

that generates global attention, displays the     

infinite facets of God and declares the power         

of praying to Jesus.  

 

 

Imagine it soaring 50 metres into the air.  Imagine it being the biggest digi-

tal database of answered prayers in the world. A stunning piece of architec-

tural art to provoke a conversation about prayer. A never -ending wall of a 

million bricks, each one digitally linked to a story revealing how Jesus has 

answered a specific prayer for an individual. This is Eternal Wall of An-

swered Prayer.  

 

Share with us your answered 

prayer. Whether it's an immediate 

answer or one you've waited 

many years on, a huge miracle or 

a small every day prayer - we 

want to hear about it!  

 

 See:  Home - Eternal Wall  

Virtual Prayer Candle  
 
 
 

By lighting a virtual  

candle, you're making  

space to pray.  

 

You can light a candle 

online to pray for yourself,  

for a loved one or  

for a situation.   

 
 

Whatever is going on, make space to pray in your life. 
 

 
Light a candle | The Church of England  

https://www.eternalwall.org.uk/
https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-life/light-candle
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Following a Christian conference where the book Drawn to 

Imperfection was featured, the idea for a writing group was 

formed. After prayer and speaking to a few people, PEWS 

was set up. As the logo says, we meet to pray and encour-

age each others writing.  

 

The theme of our recent meeting was The Prodigal Son fol-

lowing Tomõs sermon and homegroup conversation. These 

pieces were written in about 20 minutes! There is an oppor-

tunity to share our writings with the group (not compulsory) 

We discussed sharing our stories with others. And here we 

are é Denise, Elisabeth, James, John (Alphabetical order  

                                                          of attendees!)  

 

 
The Prodigal Sister  
 
Today was tough, and Iõm shattered - Kelly in the office needed emotional supporté 

again.  All I want to do is get in and lay my head, but I know mum is going to want to talk 

about Eloise again with her birthday coming up in a few days. I know El being in Manches-

ter still sits heavy for her, but please God not tonight. Iõll promise mum some quality time 

tomorrow, as Iõm going to be doing a late shift. 

 

Oh heck, there's something going on at the house.  I can see our neighbour coming out of 

ours, and I can hear music. Madonna, Els favourite artist. I think mumõs lost the plot. Turns 

out that's not the case. Els is apparently back home. Really, just like that. No call to warn 

me. Not even a text. Nothing. In forever.  Maybe I should just turn around and go to the lo-

cal hotel for an escape, a rest. But with what? I donõt get paid until next Friday. Oh, and 

here comes mum. She looks so happy.  But now my blood is boiling. Els always was selfish 

like that. Itõs great to see mum so happy, and I know I should be happy too. We were so 

close as kids, and Iõve really missed her. So, why do I feel like this? That's what mum asks 

too. Why Iõm not happy to have her back. 

 

I wish I could put my finger on ité Iõm probably just tired, I know. Thatõs not it though. Itõs 

everything coming up at once - the heaviness Iõve carried on the days mum cried, the fear 

that Iõd get a call saying she was in big big trouble, the jealousy of not having her freedom. 

Iõm sure Iõll feel better in the morning. But for now, I guess Iõll just have to suck it upé as 

usual. Tomorrow, Iõll plan a holiday. And at least, for now, Iõll know mum is covered! 
 

Memories  

Spinning,  dancing, laughing, falling é  

Sisters, at Sunsetõs Cooling Touch, 

Moments before the inevitable call                                                                                                           

to leave this magical world to sleep.                                                                                                               

One last, spontaneous run                                                                                                                                                         

into the long grass to lie down.                                                                                                                       

Noone can see me,                                                                                                                                                           

how long can I stay hidden,                                                                                                                                            

heart thumping. All quiet  

 

 

If you are interested in hearing 

more about or joining PEWS, 

drop us a line via  
newseditor16@gmail.com  

 
We currently meet on alternate 

Tuesdays at 5.30pm  
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Theme of Prodigal Son  

From òMere Christianityó by CS Lewis comes a line in the chapter òTime and Beyond 

Timeó. 

 

 ò...God is not in Time. His life does not consist of moments following one another.ó 

 

 Why therefore do we think of stories and parables which are set at a particular time. The 

Prodigal Son, Feeding the Five Thousand, the Raising of Lazarus: all these and many more 

are set at special times in Jesusõ journey and especially in that period of a few years when 

His òhealing and teaching ministryó not only won over the disciples but established him as 

the True Saviour an later as the Risen Christ, the True Son of God.  

 

It is the potency of the story, of the implied love of father to son, that we all recognize. Any-

one who has been lost and then found can relate to the story of the Prodigal Son and per-

haps it applies to those who have just become christians. Those who have cast off their old 

self. It gives hope and meaning, even on a cold and dark night when we are on our own we 

can relate to this story.   
 

But what happens to the son even after his return? Did he establish himself and bring love 

to those around him? We would all hope so. Is there another chapter? Did Jesus use this 

story to build up his disciples, later apostles, giving them strength to persevere with re-

gards the adversity they would face as they established the Christian religion? The story of 

the cock crowing three times and the seeming rejection and disregard by Peter of Jesus's 

teachings was possibly a furtherance of this story: how easy it is to return once you know 

the truth (knowing how hard it is to throw away a life of selfishness) but also how easy it is 

to fall away again if the roots of the teaching are not fully established.   
 

We see this around us every day. on the streets, people misguided by alcohol, drugs, 

crime and immorality. Heaven rejoices when just one of these individuals rejects their old 

self and seeks healing from the ministry, presence and teachings of Jesus.   

 

 

Heading Home  
 

He slowly pulled the heavy front door closed behind him, gently, wincing at the soft click 

of the lock sliding into place. Suddenly aware of the weight of the bag on his shoulder, he 

turned and walked away. Away from home.  

 

In years to come, they'd blame her for his departure. Say she'd lured him away, kept him 

from them. But he knew that wasn't true. People aren't kept away from places by others. 

They choose to leave. And that's what he was doing now.  

 

The roads were quiet as he walked. He liked it. The stillness. The only sound in the dead of 

night was his own heartbeat, slowly returning to normal. He walked on for a few miles, re-

membering the way easily. This was home, after all.  

 

Was. 
 

As the roads grew wider and the sky a little lighter, the streetlights up ahead told him he 

was getting closer. The silence gave way to the quiet rumble of distant traffic, and then the 

familiar shape of the roundabout came into view. And there, brightly illuminated, the large 

blue sign on the motorway slip road. M6 South. 
 

This was it, he thought. No turning back. He took his place beneath the sign, suddenly very 

self-conscious. As the trucks roared past, he tentatively stuck out his thumb. It must have 

been less than fifteen minutes before a truck stopped, quicker than heõd expected. The 

passenger window wound down and a Geordie voice called out from the cab.  

"Where to, mate?"  "London."  "London?"  "Yeah... I'm going home."  
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Used with permission. Article found at: A time of silence - cartoon by Dave Walker | 

Notices  

https://cartoonchurch.com/content/cc/a-time-of-silence-2/#more-3234

