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Newsletter Articles
Anyone who regularly attends St Mildred’s
can contribute articles to the newsletter.
Articles should be sent to the editors no later than Wednesday 18 August for the September 2021 edition, which will be available on Sunday 5 September 2021.
Newsletter editors:
Edna Petzen
Elisabeth Harris
Email: newsletter@stmildreds.org.uk

We recently came to the end of our study
in the book of Job. This long book has so
many themes in it including: innocent suffering; the reality of the spiritual realm
and its effect on earth; the counsel of
friends; the problems of self-vindication;
incorrect theological beliefs; the danger
of half truths; the majesty of God; the complexity of his rule over creation; the possibility of repentance and forgiveness; hope
in suffering. And these are just a few!
The book has so much to teach us especially in our current situation. None of us
can fully wrap our heads around the circumstances the world is in at the moment:
Why has this pandemic happened? What
does it all mean? Where will it take us?
We can answer this to some extent, but to
comprehend it fully is too much.
But we can fix our minds and hearts on the
one who oversees it all. He who rules over
the universe in all its bewildering complexity (see chapters 38 to 41 of Job)
promises that he will never leave us nor
forsake us (Deut. 31:8; Hebrews 13:5). He
promises to draw near to us when we
draw near to him (James 4:8).
As we do this, we must also remember the
tremendous effect - for good or for bad that we can have on each other.
The structure of the book of Job fascinates
me. It starts with such a startling description of the council of heaven, and a conversation between Satan and God. And
yet, having done so, it immediately moves
on and does not pick up the theme again.
Satan is not mentioned after his horrible
actions in 2:7.
The book finishes with an amazing description of God’s appearing to Job to
demonstrate his greatness to him and to
restore him from his suffering.

In the middle of these two powerful scenes
are 35 chapters of conversation between
Job and his friends. That makes 2 chapters
of introduction; 4 chapters of dialogue between the Lord and Job; 1 chapter of conclusion; and 35 chapters of dialogue between friends.
35 chapters of dialogue between friends
and 7 chapters for everything else! The
dialogue between friends is given 5 times
as much space as the rest of the book!
This structure really is extraordinary and
makes us think. Why is so much space given to conversations between friends about
Job’s suffering, given the other huge
themes the book contains? Why is this
conversation between friends (35 chapters) nearly 9 times longer than the space
dedicated to God’s speech (4 chapters)
and 19 times longer than the space given
to Satan’s nefarious actions (2 chapters)?
Two thoughts occur to me. Firstly, at a
minimum, this shows us how significant
and important the way we treat each other
really is especially in times of suffering.
The book zooms in on this, even ignoring
major ideas like the work of Satan in the
world in doing so. Do we see our interpersonal relationships as having the level of
importance that would mean this theme
dominates the book of Job?
If you were able to write this story, what
would you zoom in on? Job’s life before his
suffering? His life afterwards? Who is Satan and how can he act this way? The Holy
Spirit, through the author of Job, chose to
zoom in on friendship in suffering. That
fascinates me.
Secondly, this surely says something profound about the good or ill we can do to
each other. Job experiences major suffering - the loss of family, the loss of health,
the loss of livelihood. And yet it is the
counsel of his friends that the book focuses on. It is the torment they cause him that
is highlighted. It is the negative impact
they have on him that is lingered over at
great length.

Now this is likely, in part, because we can
readily see and easily appreciate without
much prompting how hard the loss of family, health and livelihood are. The book of
Job did not need to do much to convince
us that this suffering was tremendously
awful for Job. And hence it wasn’t necessary to linger on that. Also the way I have
summarised the book’s focus above is a
little misleading. For example, the Lord is
mentioned many times throughout the
friends’ speeches so we cannot confine
him to only the four chapters in which he
directly addresses Job.
But, nevertheless, the book lingers over
the trauma Job experienced by his
friends’ negative counsel. Surely, at the
least, this shows us how great an effect we
can have on each other for good or for ill?
This seems to be one of the major things
the book of Job discusses.
Jesus said, “So in everything, do to others
what you would have them do to you, for
this sums up the Law and the Prophets,”
(Matthew 7:12)
The whole of the Law and Prophets
summed up in how we treat each other!
So, in this time of change, confusion and
concern let us look to the Lord our God,
the Sovereign over creation, and let us
help, support and encourage each other.
May God help us by his Spirit to build
each other up. Amen!

Tom Lake - Vicar

Mission Focus
Mission Focus – August 2021
Last month I reported that the PCC had approved on the distribution of the church
tithe to our five Mission Partners. I’m delighted to report that over the last few weeks,
the money has now been donated.
They have all responded expressing their gratitude for the ongoing support.
Here are their messages of thanks. Edna Petzen

Hi Paul,
Thank you so much
for your email.
On behalf of Open Doors and our persecuted family
around the world, thank you so much for this very
generous gift from St Mildred’s Church. It is such an
encouragement and answer to prayer at this time.

Please let me know if you would like me to film a
short thank you video that you can show to the
church. I would be happy to organise this for you.
With thanks and blessings,
Andy

‘How, then, can they call on the
one they have not believed in?
And how can they believe in
the one of whom they
have not heard?
And how can they hear without
someone preaching to them?
And how can anyone preach
unless they are sent?
As it is written:
How beautiful are the feet
of those who
bring good news!”’
Romans 10:14-15

Dear Paul and Edna – and friends at St Mildred’s Church

We are so grateful for your very generous gift of £3200
which has now been safely received.
Thank you so much for your ongoing partnership in ministry
to the Arab world; it is very much appreciated.
I do so hope it will be possible to come and be with you in the not-too-distant
future to share more with you of what God is doing in the Arab world.
Just this week I heard of one lady in North Africa who came to faith on Monday
through media ministry. Praise God for what he is doing. And there are so many
other stories we are able to share.
Thank you so much.
Every blessing, Chris

Dear Paul and Edna,
Thank you for your email. We are delighted to receive
such generous continued support from St Mildred's, it
is very much appreciated and will help us to carry on supporting the men who
join Nehemiah.
We have now reopened our house at Streatham following refurbishment and
have a group of men participating in the recovery programme from there. We
will be planning an opening celebration later in the summer, so I will send you
over the details when it is confirmed for you to attend.
Thank you once again. Your support means a lot to us, especially during this
challenging time,
God Bless, Lois
Dear Paul and Edna,
“’Remember this:
Whoever sows sparingly will
also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
Each of you should give what
you have decided in your
heart to give,
not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver...

Thank you so much for your generosity and
interest in Tearfund's work.
Thank you so much, for choosing to support
Tearfund and its partners. Your help is transforming lives and communities around the
world.
Every blessing,
Rae

Dear Paul,
Thank you so very much for
your wonderful donation, it
will mean that the school fees are guaranteed for this upcoming year for the High School students.
I will request that Pauline sends me photographs of the children when they are kitted out in their uniforms so that your
wonderful congregation can see what a difference they are
making in these children’s lives.
Once again many thanks and God bless you all.
Sharon

...And God is able
to bless you abundantly, so that in all
things at all times,
having all that you
need, you will
abound in every
good work.’
2 Corinthians 9:6-8
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The Parochial Church Council or PCC
consists of the clergy and the lay members elected at the annual meeting. Its
purpose is defined in law which states
that “It shall be the duty of the minister
and the parochial church council to consult together on matters of general concern and importance to the parish”. Its
functions also include “co-operation with
the minister in promoting in the parish
the whole mission of the Church, pastoral,
evangelistic, social and ecumenical”.
The PCC normally meets monthly. The
PCC agreed at our recent meeting that
we should include a summary of our discussions in the newsletter – so here is the
first one.
The principal topic for discussion at our
July meeting was how we should respond
to the new freedoms available to us after
the lifting of Covid restrictions on 19th
July. We were all aware that there was no
perfect solution which would suit everybody.
Vaccination has reduced the worst effects
of Covid and many of us are desperate to
get back to normality as soon as possible.
Yet we are also aware of the need to show
love to our neighbour and do our best to
continue to avoid infection when case
numbers are still rising and some remain
especially vulnerable.
There was much useful discussion about
how best to achieve that balance and create an environment in which as many
people as possible feel comfortable joining together in worship. The conclusion
of our discussion was that we should not
seek to impose any restrictions on people
which do not exist in law.

We will return to singing in church, while
encouraging everyone to look after the
interests of others by continuing to wear
masks as much as possible and taking as
much care as we can to ensure ventilation
and distancing while in church. We will
also suggest that everyone takes advantage of the free Covid tests that are
readily available to minimise the risk of
bringing Covid into church. At least while
weather permits in the summer, we’ll
serve refreshments outside and may continue with one service a month outside.
We will consider re-introducing communion services in September. You’ll probably have already heard more about this in
an email from Tom and the churchwardens.
Other topics discussed in July were mostly related to the way we spend the money
generously given by church members.
Tom’s housing and income and many other supporting costs are provided by the
Diocese of Southwark, who ask each parish to pledge a sum each year to cover
these costs across the Diocese. Our contribution is currently slightly less than the
full cost of supporting our own parish, but
it is understood that we have a massive
building project to fund. We have been
gradually increasing the figure each
year, and proposals were made for another increase this year. Our treasurer, Paul
Nicolson, was unable to be present, so
we deferred a final decision until our
meeting in September.
Daphne, whose work as assistant minister
is entirely unpaid, is studying for a degree in Theology, Mission and Ministry.
In gratitude for all she does, we agreed to
fund the cost of this study, a total of £2700
over the next 2 years.
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Finally, the PCC in June had decided to
replace the ageing and failing video projector with a new large video display
screen, along with some smaller screens
on pillars to avoid blind spots and for
those leading the service. Some changes
to the original proposal have reduced the
cost by about £4k to around £18,500. A
date has been provisionally agreed for
installation, allowing time for us to obtain
the necessary permission from our Archdeacon.

If you want to know more about our meetings, you can always find the latest
minutes on the noticeboard at the back of
the church. Over the last few months,
while we’ve not all been in church, posting of the minutes had lapsed for a while,
but we’ve now caught up, and you’ll find
all of the missing minutes are now there.

Trevor Gill, PCC Secretary.

This CartoonChurch.com cartoon originally appeared in the Church Times and is taken from ‘The Dave
Walker Guide to the Church’, published by Canterbury Press . Used with permission

Juliet and Aaron’s Wedding Day
On behalf of the new Mr and Mrs Zachary, we would like to thank everybody at
St Mildred’s for the lovely wedding service on 3 July. Despite an alarming weather forecast, the weather was perfect - sunny and dry but not hot, the result of much
prayer.
Special thanks to the team which made it possible. Everything, from the car parking
to the send-off was fantastically organised. Our guests were all made welcome and
felt very comfortable. It was lovely to see old friends like Lizzie (our one-time youth
worker at St Mildred's) and many family members. It was made extra special because
so many of us have not been together for so long. The flowers and music were much
appreciated. The service was a happy, personal and family celebration. The hot
drinks afterwards, with cake, were served by the Rover Road home group with all
the charm and efficiency which characterised everything at the Church.
We had a pleasant party in our garden and the young couple left for a week’s honeymoon in Edinburgh. They are now living in Liverpool, where Juliet is completing
her first foundation year as a doctor and Aaron will soon be starting work in a unit
for the young disabled.

Alison, Chris, Eleanor & Tim Coutts
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Diary ~ April
Thoughts
About2021
the Bible
Part 1: Jesus’ view of the Bible
Over the next few editions of the newsletter,
I hope to share some thoughts about the Bible. It is so important that we consider this
topic because so much else in our Christian
faith hangs on our understanding of what the
Bible is and how we should understand it.

cludes his summary by saying, “Curiously
enough, the narratives that are least acceptable to the so-called ‘modern mind’ are the
very ones that Jesus seemed most fond of
choosing for his illustrations.”

But just as amazing is to notice how Jesus
This month we shall consider Jesus’ attitude used the Bible in his own life and ministry.
to the Bible. A book that is particularly good For example, Jesus uses the Bible:
at summarizing this is John Wenham’s book,
“Christ and the Bible” which I will quote.
When tempted (Matt 4:1-11)
In answering questions & settling doctriWenham points out that Jesus makes refer- nal matters (Matt. 22:37, Matt. 22:29, Mark
ence to many of the major stories of the Old 12:26)
Testament and treats them as historical and On the way to the cross (Luke 23:28-31)
authoritative. This includes:
As the basis for understanding his own
ministry (Matt 5:17, 26:54-56; Mark 14:49;
Luke 4:21, 18:31; John 13:18, 15:25)
Adam & Eve (Matthew 19:4-6)
Abel (Matt 23:35; Luke 11:51)
In death (Mark 15:34, John 19:28, Luke
23:46)
Noah (Matt 24:37-38; Luke 17:26-27)
Abraham (John 8:56-58)
In direct teaching (Mark 7:5-13, Luke
Moses (Mark 12:26)
4:16—21)
Circumcision (John 7:22-23)
Sodom and Gomorrah (Matt 11:23)
The Bible poured out of Jesus all the time.
As Wenham concludes, “To Christ, the Old
Lot and his wife (Luke 17:28-32)
Isaac and Jacob (Luke 13:28)
Testament was true, authoritative, inspired.
To him the God of the Old Testament was the
The Manna (John 6:49)
The wilderness serpent (John 3:14)
living God, and the teaching of the Old TestaDavid eating the temple bread (Luke 6:3-4) ment was the teaching of the living God. To
and as a Psalm-writer (Mark 12:35-37)
him, what Scripture said, God said.”
Solomon (Matt 6:29, 12:42)
As those who follow Jesus - those who know,
Elijah and Elisha (Luke 4:25-27)
Jonah (Matt 12:39-41)
love and trust Him - we want to have the
same opinion about the Bible He had. We
Zechariah (Matt 23:35)
Also various general references to the
believe that Jesus is the only revelation of
prophets and the law (Matt 5:17, 12:5, 22:40; God.
Luke 4:17-21, 11:50-51, 13:28, 18:31; John
7:19).
Perhaps a little polemically, Wenham con-

Tom Lake

Tuesday
Zephaniah
1:14-2:3
Proverbs
2:1-22
Proverbs
6:20-35
Proverbs
10:11-20
Proverbs
12:11-20
Proverbs
14:11-20

Monday

Zephaniah
1:1-13

Proverbs
1:20-33

Proverbs
6:1-19

Proverbs
10:1-10

Proverbs
12:1-10

Proverbs
14:1-10

Week
Beginning

09/08/21

16/08/21

23/08/21

30/08/21

06/09/21

13/09/21

Proverbs
14:21-30

Proverbs
12:21-28

Proverbs
10:21-32

Proverbs
7:1-27

Proverbs
3:1-20

Zephaniah
2:4-15

Wednesday

Proverbs
14:31-35

Proverbs
13:1-10

Proverbs
11:1-10

Proverbs
8:1-21

Proverbs
3:21-35

Zephaniah
3:1-13

Thursday

Proverbs
15:1-10

Proverbs
13:11-20

Proverbs
11:11-20

Proverbs
8:22-36

Proverbs
4:1-27

Zephaniah
3:14-20

Friday

Proverbs
15:11-20

Proverbs
13:21-25

Proverbs
11:21-31

Proverbs
9:1-18

Proverbs
5:1-23

Proverbs
1:1-19

Saturday
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Diary ~ August 2021
In these uncertain times, it is hard to plan exactly what our diary will be. We
have tried to be as accurate as possible. Changes are likely - both in terms of
new events appearing and some listed here being cancelled.
Sunday

1

10am Morning Service
11:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Monday

2

9:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Sunday

8

10am Morning Service
11:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Monday

9

9:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Sunday

15

10am Morning worship
11:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Monday

16

9:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Saturday

21

12:30pm Wedding in church

Sunday

22

10am Morning Worship
11:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Monday

23

9:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Sunday

29

10am Morning worship
11:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Monday

30

Bank Holiday

Sunday

5

10am Morning worship
11:30am Zoom Prayer Meeting

Prayer
Page

"Holy Father, protect them by
the power of your name the name you gave me so that they may be one
as we are one."
John. 17:11

Please continue to pray for
Keiko and her parents and her sister
that as Keiko abides in You The truth of
your Word will be made know to them.

“History Belongs to the intercessors those who believe and pray the
future into being.”
Dear Lord help us to intercede like never before for this world of people, whom you love.
Heal the world. Your will be done.

Building Project
Please pray for our Planning Inspector
who is considering our appeal. That he
Pray for all our students as they break from
will understand the project well and
their studies that they find the company, work
make a fair decision. Pray that the Lord
and encouragement they need.
will direct us to fulfil his purposes for us. Pray for families to be able to find the financial,
practical and emotional recourses they need to
Adrian
remain healthy and happy.
Please pray for my ongoing better
mental and physical health, that I would Please pray for unity, grace and wisdom and
we adapt to Covid restriction changes. Pray for
continue to make good progress and
improvements in my life, with some as- the church leadership, PCC and wardens as we
seek to discern God’s will.
sistance to achieve the best quality of
life possible.
Please, pray as I move from my present home that my new home will fulfil
most if not all of my ongoing needs,
complex though they are.

“He is the Maker of heaven
and earth, the sea, and
everything in them he remains faithful forever.”

Psalm 146:6
May the Lord bless and watch over all
my close family.. my dearest parents
Giving Thanks for our Mission Partners
sister and nieces and nephews and my
that their needs be met.
close friends. That they will all be
We give thanks that they are a blessing to many
written in the book of life.
and pray for guidance as they move forward in a
Praise the name of the Great Lord!
changing world… where Our God
AMEN!
remains faithful forever.

Pray for our Government that they
think, speak and act wisely in reaction
to the many complex problems.
Pray for our family, friends and colleagues that we may find ways to encourage and bless one another.
Send prayers to: lisharris68@yahoo.com

Parents and Toddlers
Thank the Lord for helping us, protecting us,
and for all He's done during the 7 weeks
we have run the group.
We thank God that the children are enjoying the
stories and singing and are gaining in confidence
and feel safe in the church.
May they remember what they learn and enjoy
sharing the stories and songs with their families.
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TV Series Review
TV Series Review:
The Chosen by Angel Studios
The Chosen is a series available
free to watch on Angel Studios’
YouTube Channel
(www.youtube.com/c/
TheChosenSeries) or website
(watch.angelstudios.com/
thechosen).
The series was highly recommended to me by a member of St Mildred’s (I’ll spare his blushes!). I’m
reviewing this a little early as I’ve
only watched 6 episodes, but the
speed at which I’ve watched them
is testament to how good the series
is.
It is extremely well done. The series is the highest ever
‘crowdfunded’ (meaning the funds
came through voluntary donations) media project of all time.
It takes us through the gospels’ telling of the life of Jesus from the perspective of those who met him. As a result it has to embellish some of the details
the gospels give us in order to fill out the story of characters like Peter, Mary
Magdalen, Nicodemus, Thomas, Matthew etc. But, on the crucial moments
(so far at least), it is faithful to the gospel record. And it is extremely compelling. I’ve loved it and (as I was told by the person who recommended it to
me) found it very moving.
If you want something good to watch over the summer, try this series. But
note that it is at the end of episode 2 that Jesus enters the story (the first 2 episodes are very good though!).

Tom Lake
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Notices
Businesses to pray for
in August 2021

Chiltonian Estate: Manor Lane.
T. Brown florists
Screwfix
City Electrical Factors
Rexel

Capital Hair & Beauty
Howdens
Bansal
HPS
City Plumbing
Other businesses known to

A reflective, easy-to-follow study guide to inspire every believer to have
the space for honest conversations about walking with Jesus.

And help navigate the main challenges
we face as we try and live as followers
of Jesus in this generation.

In this uncharted season, one of the
many issues we all face is how we follow
Jesus well and encourage others to do
the same.

https://www.eauk.org/resources/what-we-offer/
courses-and-small-groups/what-kind-of-follower

The Back Page

After Live Streaming on 17 July, Prom
Praise Together lives on for anyone who
missed it. There is still time to enjoy this
unique event.
Invite guests to watch with you.
Featuring guests Noel Robinson, soprano
Joanne McGahon, Geraldine Latty, Rend
Collective and Matt Redman,
and Krish Kandiah

www.stmildreds.org.uk

