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This is a critical moment in our building project, and once again, we must 

call upon God to act miraculously to move this vital work forward. 

The tenders for our new hall building contract are due back by 11th July. 

The outcome will determine whether we can proceed with construction. 

We need God's favour with these tenders and his guidance as we 

evaluate the bids.  

Despite the incredible progress we have made, including the completion 

of the south aisle roof work, there remains a financial gap between 

available and anticipated funding, and the likely cost of the new building. 

As of our last update, we still have approximately 7 blocks of £100,000 to 

find (though remember it was 16 blocks in April 2024).  

 

 

 

Yet, we give thanks for the miraculous provision we have witnessed: the 

Charitable Trust who supported us in 2015 and 2022 generously released 

the full £275,000 of matched funding 2 years early, and we have recently 

received other substantial gifts and funds from various sources.  

But we continue to need God to "knock down these blocks" either by 

further reducing costs or by increasing our funds. 

Beyond the tenders and fundraising, we continue to pray for smooth 

progress on critical administrative and logistical fronts: the timely issue of 

the Faculty by the end of July, resolution of the damaged Thames Water 

drain underneath our site, and the necessary power supply upgrade by 

UKPN. 

Our ultimate purpose is not simply to construct a building, but to put the 

church at the heart of the community, enabling us to bless our area and 

further God’s mission. As we pray, we are expressing our trust that God 

will move this project forward, so that we can give Him all the glory when 

he has done it! 3 



Ways you can be involved 

Individually Feel free to get involved at your own time and in your 
own way.  The key thing is to be praying that God will 
move the project forward.  See the resources later in 
this booklet for Bible readings and prayers you could 
use if you like. 

Homegroups Homegroups are invited to pray about this during their 
meetings in week. We won’t depart from the regular 
studies you are using, but please use these resources 
for Bible passages to read together, prayers you could 
use and prayer points for spontaneous prayer. 

In Friendship 
Groups 

If you have prayer triplets or friendship groups of 
church members why not arrange to meet during the 
week to pray about this. 

Service on 
Sunday 6th 
July 10am 

We will pray about this as part of the service. 

Corporately 
 

Our regular ½ hour prayer meetings during the week 
on Zoom: 9:30am on Monday and 8:30am on Friday..  
Additionally, the prayer meeting on Wednesday 9th July 
will conclude the prayer week and will be dedicated to 
this, including praying outside (safely) on the site.  This 
meeting will be preceded by a barbecue at 7pm. 

24-hour Fast 

 

As we have done previously, you are invited to 
consider a 24-hour fast during the week if you are able 
(see separate guidance if you are considering this).  
You can choose any 24-hour period in the week if a 
specific one works best for you, or you could do this 
from 7pm Tuesday 8th to 7pm Wednesday 9th so that 
the fast finishes at the barbecue before the prayer 
meeting.  This booklet contains Bible readings, prayers 
and prayer points to use during the fast.  
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Resources 

 

Bible Readings 

Nehemiah 6; Psalm 115; Romans 4:13-end;  

Matthew 17:14-21; Acts 4:23-31 

 

Why not meditate upon one of the readings for a while.  Ask the Spirit to 

help you pray in faith using the words of Scripture or in your own words 

as you respond to what you have read. 

 

Prayers for use based on the Bible readings 

Based on Nehemiah 6 

O Lord, Nehemiah shows us that a great project can face significant 

opposition to disrupt the work. We pray that you would strengthen our 

hands as we continue the work you have given us to do. Protect us from 

those who would discourage, oppose or discredit us. Grant us 

discernment to recognise unhelpful counsel, just as Nehemiah saw 

through the intentions of opponents in his time. Help us to resist 

distractions and to remain steadfast in the work You have called us to do, 

firmly declaring that we are carrying on a great project and must finish it. 

May the completion of this work clearly demonstrate to all around us 

that it has been done with the help of our God, bringing all glory to Your 

name. We ask this through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
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Based on Psalm 115 

Not to us, Lord, not to us, but to Your name be the glory for this project, 

because of Your unwavering love and faithfulness. When we are 

discouraged or disheartened, help us to remember that that our God is in 

heaven, and He does whatever pleases Him. We choose not to rely on 

our own limited resources, but instead, place our complete trust in You, 

O Lord, for You are our help and shield. Remember us, Lord, and bless us 

as we seek to honour You through this work. May You cause us to 

flourish in this project; both us and those who come after us. We extol 

You now and forevermore as the Maker of heaven and earth, and 

recognise that this project is a testament to Your blessing and power. In 

Jesus name, Amen. 

 

Based on Romans 4:13-end 

Heavenly Father, we thank You that we are made right before you by 

faith and by your grace, not by our own efforts or adherence to rules. 

Abraham, against all hope, believed and was strengthened in his faith, 

even when his body and Sarah’s womb were as good as dead, and we 

pray for such unwavering faith for our project. Strengthen our faith, Lord.  

May we be fully persuaded that You have the power to do whatever 

conforms to your will regarding this building and its completion. We trust 

in You, The God who gives life to the dead, who calls into being things 

that were not, and who raised Jesus our Lord. We rely on Your mighty 

power to bring this project to fruition for Your glory. May we do what is 

right by placing our faith in You; and may You be glorified as You work in 

us and through us. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Based on Matthew 17:14-21 

Lord Jesus, we confess that our faith feels small at times, and like the 

disciples, we wonder why we cannot overcome certain obstacles or see 

clear progress in the responsibilities you have given us to carry. Forgive 

our unbelief. We earnestly pray for faith, even as small as a mustard 

seed, that we might speak to the mountains of financial need, logistical 

challenges, or any other hindrance, and see them move out of the way. 

Help us to believe and know that with You, nothing will be impossible for 

us as we seek to complete this work for Your kingdom. Fill us with a faith 

that overcomes every obstacle and brings about Your miraculous 

provision and progress, for Your glory. Amen. 

 

Based on Acts 4:23-31 

Sovereign Lord, we lift our voices together in prayer to You, who made 

the heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. We 

recognise that even as challenges may arise against us or this project, You 

are in control, and Your power and will decide what happens. We pray 

that You would consider any threats or challenges we face and enable 

Your servants to fulfil our responsibility concerning this building project 

and its purpose for the gospel. Stretch out Your hand, Lord, to provide for 

us, and to perform Your mighty works through the progress of this 

building and its impact. May we be filled with Your Holy Spirit, so that we 

may act boldly and see Your purposes for this church and community 

come to pass, bringing abundant thankfulness and glory to Your holy 

name. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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Prayer Points 

 

I. Praise and Thanksgiving for God's Provision 

Let us begin by lifting our voices in praise for all that God has already 

done: 

• The Benefact Trust Grant: Give thanks for the recent and 

significant grant of £137,000 received from the Benefact Trust 

towards our building project. Praise God for this wonderful sign of 

His generosity and huge encouragement, bringing us closer to our 

grant funding goal. 

• Marshalls, "Give to Go Green", & NCIL Grants: Thank God for the 

£25,000 Marshalls Cha1rity grant; the full £10,000 "Give to Go 

Green" grant; and the £12,508 NCIL grant from Lewisham Council 

for the electric vehicle chargers. Give thanks that these have been 

vital steps in moving the project forward. 

• Financial Blessings: Praise God for the additional gifts and 

pledges that have boosted our Development Fund, including a 

remarkable £125,000 of additional gifts received this year and the 

support of the charitable trust who matched our funding in 2022. 

• Design and Cost Reductions: Thank God for the wisdom granted 

to the Development Group and project team, enabling significant 

cost reductions through design simplification and strategic 

negotiations, bringing the predicted project cost down. 

• South Aisle Roof Works: Give thanks for the successful re-

covering and insulation of the South Aisle roof by DBR Leadwork 

Ltd, a crucial repair as we move towards the main construction. 
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II. Praying for the Tender Process (Tenders Due July 11th) 

This is a critical moment for the project, as the building contract tenders 

are expected back soon. Let us pray for: 

• Favourable and Competitive Prices: Pray that the contractors’ 

quoted prices will be competitive and, ideally, significantly lower 

than the current cost plan of approximately £3 million, helping to 

bridge the remaining funding gap.   

• Smooth Negotiations: Pray for the negotiation process with the 

preferred contractor, that further cost savings can be identified 

and agreed upon. 

• Wisdom in Contractor Selection: Pray for wisdom for the PCC and 

the Development Group as they evaluate the tenders. Pray for 

guidance in selecting the most suitable contractor, not solely 

based on the lowest price, but by balancing quality (60%) and 

cost (40%), considering their experience, approach, value 

management, risk management, health and safety protocols, and 

commitment to community benefit. 

• Timely Progress: Pray that the evaluation, interview, and approval 

stages will proceed smoothly and on schedule (July to mid-

August), leading to the commencement of construction by the 

end of September with completion within a year. 
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III. Continuing Provision and Grant Funding 

While we rejoice in the grants received, we still need significant funding 

to reach our goal. 

• Closing the Grant Funding Gap: Our revised grant funding target 

is £350,000. With the Benefact grant, we have now received 

£187,000. Pray for abundant provision for the remaining 

£163,000, and for success in all further grant applications. 

• Overall Funding Shortfall: The overall project cost is estimated at 

£3.7 million, leaving a shortfall between this cost and our current 

actual and anticipated funding. Trust God to provide the 

necessary funds to bridge this gap, whether through grants, 

loans, or the generosity of His people. Remember that tendering 

the contract is a profound step of faith. 

• Loan Application: Pray for the successful processing of our 

application to Methodist Chapel Aid for an unsecured loan of up 

to £500,000, which has very favourable terms. Pray that this 

provides crucial interim funding. 
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IV. Key Project Milestones and Remaining Challenges 

Let us also pray specifically for other pressing aspects of the building 

project: 

• Faculty Approval: Earnestly pray for the swift and favourable 

issuance of the formal Faculty from the Chancellor of the Diocese 

by the end of July. This is an essential step before the building 

contract can be signed. Also, pray for wisdom in addressing any 

"provisos" from the DAC after the Faculty is issued. 

• Thames Water Drain: Pray for Thames Water to promptly clean 

out the surface water drain under the north-east corner of our 

site, which is already damaged by tree roots. Pray for guidance in 

discussions with Bristow and CTP to ensure a clear and protective 

agreement, safeguarding the new building. 

• Boiler Room Damp: Pray for effective solutions to resolve the 

damp issues in the boiler room, including a successful CCTV 

drainage survey and any necessary repairs and "tanking" to keep 

the area dry for new equipment. 

• Overall Financial Stability: Pray for the ongoing financial health of 

the church's general fund, that income would meet expenditure, 

and for wise stewardship of all our resources as we navigate both 

the building project and our regular ministries. 
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