Gen 33  Part of sermon 22 March 2015

The tragedy here is that, there was so much opportunity for reconciliation 
between Jacob and Esau that day. But the next record of them ever being together,
is around their father Isaacs grave.
Application

What can we take away from today’s passage?
Firstly, God holds out to us all the possibility of reconciliation with him.

But we like Jacob can struggle, hold back.

Now, all who profess Christ is Lord have been reconciled to God, 
forgiven through grace, by faith. If that is you, your future is sealed, it cannot be taken away. But what flows from that, our relationship with him, can be affected even stunted.
Because we don’t quite trust him enough…with our lives, that of our loved ones,
with the situations we may find ourselves having to face. Yet he waits patiently like he did with my dad. His arms stretched out wide willing you, willing me to come closer, and surrender to him a bit more of our lives. 

Immerse yourself in scripture, meditate in prayer, as we worship this morning as a church family seek and receive from him here.
What about our reconciliation with others?

We saw how Jacob’s baggage, his stuff it got in the way of reconciliation with Esau moving to the next level. It prevented any opportunity for healing within their relationship to take place. Like Jacob we all have ‘stuff’ whether we are aware of it, or just oblivious to the fact! Because we carry that around see how we can refuse reconciliation with others because we’ve been hurt too much. Or we can prevent a relationship from forming in the first place, because of deep seated beliefs…assumptions about others we all have both wittingly and unwittingly made. Up goes the barriers as we become guarded, a bolt the door shut.
The absence of reconciliation it - Splits nations, divides families, tears friendships apart. The absence of reconciliation robs the church of the power of unity, and can hold any congregation, like ours back, disrupt it’s growth.

In our passage, interestingly…it wasn’t Jacob, God’s chosen servant, who offered reconciliation; but it was Esau a very small minor character in the bible. We too may see it come from the most unlikely of people, or in the most unlikely of places.
God calls us along with our imperfections, our histories, our past to himself, and chooses to walk with us through grace, through Christ. We can love, we are only able to…because He loved us first. The Holy Spirit of God is with us, he will help, guide, enable us, but only if we ask.
Let us pray,
Lord, thank you that you are God. As we worship, may our faith in you grow. Help us by your Holy Spirit to stand in  your presence and receive from you there, more of your truths, love and care. Refine us in the fire Lord, soften up our hearts. So your love may reflect from us onto others, and bear witness to who you are.
