Reading the Bible to share it

St Mildred’s, Lee
Lent Ministry Training 2018
Aims of the course

· To give skills in reading and communicating the Bible 

· To give confidence to do both in formal and informal situations.

Overview

Week 1: Committed to getting it right

1. What we believe about the Bible
2. The three C principles for getting it right

3. Introducing the why question 

Week 2: Asking the Right Questions

1. The Bible for the whole church

2. Six honest serving men/ faithful friends/ 

Week 3: Seeing the wood from the trees

1. Writing a theme/ summary sentence 

2. A worked example from 2 Timothy 2:8-13

3. Theme sentence workshop on 2 Timothy 2:1-7

4. Using a theme sentence – talks, teaching children and conversation 

Week 4: Putting the Word to work
1. Applying the Bible to life
2. Resources for Bible study and use

3. Using the Bible in different contexts.

4. Last word.

Other important preliminaries

· The course is based around 2 Timothy 

· Homework is not obligatory or checked – unless you want that.  But the more you put in…

· The only stupid question is the one you didn’t ask

Two Book recommendations 
Understanding, Expounding and Obeying God’s Word, Alan Stibbs (Authentic 2009)

Dig Deeper: Tools to unearth the Bible’s treasure, Nigel Beynon and Andrew Sach (IVP, 2005)

Some thoughts to discuss:
How do you feel about reading the Bible?

How often do you read it?

Which bits do you love and which do you find difficult?

In what ways has the Bible inspired or changed you (if it has)?

Week 1: Committed to getting it right

1. Jesus’ view of the Bible
 

Jesus referred to many of the major stories of OT, treating them as authoritative:  Adam & Eve, Abel, Noah, Abraham, Circumcision, Sodom and Gomorrah, Lot (and his wife), Isaac and Jacob, the Manna, the wilderness serpent, David eating the temple bread and as a Psalm-writer, Solomon, Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Zechariah.  

 

 

A sample of how Jesus used the Bible:

 

When tempted: Matt 4:1-11

In answering questions & settling doctrinal matters:  Matt. 22:37, Matt. 22:29, Mark 12:26

On the way to the cross:  Luke 23:28-31

In death: Mark 15:34, John 19:28, Luke 23:46

In direct teaching: Mark 7:5-13, Luke 4:16—21

 


Why did Jesus treat and use the Bible this way?  Because it was written by men, but inspired by the Holy Spirit.   2 Tim 3:16, 2 Peter 1:20-21 (page 1222)
2. The controversial conviction: there is a right way to read the Bible and therefore wrong ways too.

2 Timothy 2:15: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth”.  

Often do Bible discussions end up like this: 
“To me this text says” … “But to me, it says something very different”… “But I don’t think it is saying that”… “But that’s just your interpretation”… “But isn’t it enriching that we all have different views”.

Underlying philosophical question: who has the authority to fix the meaning of the text, the author or the interpreter?  If God (in some way) authored the Bible, the authority is with the author.  He intended to say something definite.  So we don’t have the authority to make of the Bible what we want.  We have to work hard to uncover his intended meaning.      
Narrow minded?  Inflexible?  What about the richness or different perspectives?  Enjoy infinite depth along the right lines, rather than infinite splashing in muddy puddles.  All valid observations will contribute towards and strengthen the central point of a passage, not contradict it.
Getting the Bible right depends on understanding what it is, especially its dual authorship:

God inspired it, so: 

· It is true in all it intends to say.

· It will not, correctly interpreted, contradict itself. 


· The author is present as we read it, and we need his help to understand it.  

· The Holy Spirit has that special role, so we pray for his help.
Humans wrote it, so:


· It is written using normal techniques and forms of writing which we can analyse and study.    

· Particular situations present the writers with particular purposes which we must uncover and respect.

· Individual human personalities come across.

Dual authorship means we read the Bible with both reverence and rigour, prayer and precision, humility and hard work.
3. Three overarching principles – “C’s” – for getting it right   

(i) Christ – because he is the main subject. 

He is the main subject of Old and New Testaments:
Luke 24:26-27: “‘Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?’  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to [the disciples on the Emmaus Road] what was written in all the Scriptures concerning himself”.  

Luke 24:45-47: “Then Jesus opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told them, ‘This is what is written: the Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations beginning in Jerusalem”.


 
If our first question when approaching the Bible is, “How is this relevant to me?” we will be mislead.  The Bible’s primary purpose is to witness to Jesus.  If we make that our primary expectation, we won’t be disappointed.

(ii) Care – because every word counts.   

· God has inspired every jot and tittle (see Matthew 5:18); 

· Everything is there for a reason;

· The meaning is in the words, not hidden in code beneath the words or latent in our own heads.   

Common causes of carelessness: 

· Skim reading

· Thinking we already know what is being said, so we see only what we expect to see.  Beware of the interpretative bias of our tradition.
· Assuming we could never get it, even if we concentrated.      

Top tip for reading carefully: write the passage out yourself.  Then break it up in a way that helps you make links.  Here’s how I do it, for, e.g. 2 Timothy 1:1-2:
Paul

An apostle of Christ Jesus 

 
By the will of God


According to the promise of life





    That is in Christ Jesus.

To Timothy

      My dear son 
Grace,

Mercy and 

Peace

From God the Father  

And Christ Jesus



Our Lord    

(iii) Context – because the whole fixes the meaning of the parts

People can make the Bible say anything they want, can’t they?  Only if they ignore the principle of context.  “A text with out a context is a con” (Anon).

We must read the parts in the light of the whole – so we need to grow in our knowledge of the whole. 
We must read the parts in harmony with the whole:  
Article 20 (The 39 Articles of the Church of England): “[and yet] it is not lawful for the Church to ordain any thing that is contrary to God’s word written, neither may it so expound one place of Scripture, that it be repugnant to another”. 
Every Bible passage has 
· An immediate context (What comes before, after?)
· A context within a book (How does it fit into the flow of that book?) and 
· A context within the whole Bible (Is it written before or after Jesus came?  As part of OT law or Gospel?)

E.g. Psalm 122:6

God has arranged the Bible so that it spends a lot of time interpreting itself:  

· The New Testament interprets the Old – and teaches us how to do it. (Note phrases like: “This was to fulfil…” or “As it is written…”)  

· In OT and NT, history books and teaching books inform each other:  

	
	History
	Teaching 

	Old Testament
	1 and 2 Sam, 1 and 2 Kings, 1 and 2 Chronicles etc.
	Pentateuch, Prophets

	New Testament
	Acts
	Letters


4. The why question
Ultimately we are trying to answer the most important why question of all: why has God put this passage in the Bible?  We are trying to discover his intent.  That will emerge as we grapple with why the human authors has written what they have written.

Before answering those big why questions, there are a hundred smaller ones to answer.  So quiz the details, especially the unexpected ones.  Try to answer each why question from the close context of your passage.  Each time we answer a why question it helps us get to grips with details of the text until – hopefully – the whole picture emerges.

Become like children –always asking “why?”  

For example: Why does the writer use that describing word rather than another one?  Why does he give that particular detail when there are others he could have recorded?  Why does he introduce that new thought all of a sudden?  Why does he portray her that way?  Why doesn’t he refer to him by name?  etc.

Let’s begin our study of 2 Timothy as we ask why questions about verses 3-12.  I’ll get you started: 

· Why does Paul thank God?

· Why does he compare himself to his forefathers in verse 3?

· Why does he put in the detail about having a clear conscience?              

· Why is the language in verse 4 so emotional? (Tears, longing, joy)

· Why did Timothy shed the tears Paul remembers?   
In groups, go on asking why questions about verses 5-12.  Write them down, and when you have got lots, try to answer them – from the close context if you can.

Week 1 Homework

Read 2 Timothy.

Write out 2 Timothy 1:13-18 in any way that helps you to break it up and to read it carefully.  Circle, underline, highlight, mark, connect words that link together, parallel each other or contrast with each other.  My big why question for you to try to answer on this passage is this: why does Paul make himself central to all three short paragraphs?  
John Wenham: “Curiously enough, the narratives that are least acceptable to the so-called ‘modern mind’ are the very ones that Jesus seemed most fond of choosing for his illustrations.”





John Wenham:  “To Christ, the Old Testament was true, authoritative, inspired.  To him the God of the Old Testament was the living God, and the teaching of the Old Testament was the teaching of the living God.  To him, what Scripture said, God said.”









